
Early voting begins Mon-
day in the July 14 Republi-
can and Democratic parties’ 
primary runoffs.

The runoffs were post-
poned from May 26 under 
order of the governor as 
part of the efforts to curb the 
spread of COVID-19.

In Wood County, two run-
offs are featured in the Re-
publican primary for county 
sheriff and county commis-
sioner.

Incumbent Sheriff Tom 
Castloo is seeking a second 
term and faces Quitman Po-
lice Chief Kelly Cole.

In the primary, Cole led a 
four-person field with 48.7% 
of the votes, and Castloo re-

ceived 40.1%.
Castloo won his first term 

in 2016 in a runoff for an 
open seat.

For Precinct One commis-
sioner, Virgil Holland faces 
Keith Gilbreath.

Holland led the primary 
with 43.8% and Gilbreath 
gained 34.5% in a three-man 
race.

The two have also faced 
each other in two prior elec-
tions. Gilbreath won one 
term in 2008 and was defeat-
ed by Holland in 2012 in a 
runoff. He challenged again 
in 2016 when Holland won a 
second term.

There are no state races 
in the Republican primary 

runoff, while Democratic 
voters will be choosing the 
candidate for the U.S. Sen-
ate seat to face Republican 
incumbent John Cornyn be-
tween Royce West and Mary 
“MJ” Hegar. Also Roberto R. 
“Beto” Alonzo and Chrysta 
Castañeda are in a runoff for 
railroad commissioner.

Early voting will be con-
ducted at the county elec-
tions office in the annex just 
south of the county court-
house in Quitman from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, June 
29 to Friday, July 10.

The elections office will 
not be open on Friday, July 

More than a year after 
former Quitman police cap-
tain Terry Bevill filed a civil 
rights lawsuit against former 
district attorney Jim Wheeler 
and Sheriff Tom Castloo and 
District Judge Jeff Fletcher, 
the case is awaiting an ap-
peal to the U.S. circuit court.

The three had sought to 
have the case dismissed 
based on governmental 
immunity, but the judge 
in the federal court in East 
Texas granted only limited 
immunity, which the three 
appealed to the U.S. Fifth 
Circuit.

The most recent ruling 
prevents some discovery to 
proceed until the federal ap-
peals court rules on the im-
munity appeal by the three 
defendants.

Discovery may continue 
for the city of Quitman, for-
mer Mayor David Dobbs 

and Wood County, but not 
for Wheeler, Castloo and 
Fletcher.

All the defendants have 
denied any wrongdoing, 
and the city of Quitman and 
Dobbs argued that Bevill 
was terminated for violating 
department policy.

The case stems from an af-
fidavit Bevill signed in 2017 
stating that former sher-
iff’s department employee 
David McGee, who faced 
charges of aiding an inmate 
to escape from the county 
jail and tampering with gov-
ernment records, could not 
receive a fair trial, citing the 
close relationship of Castloo, 
Wheeler and Fletcher.

After McGee was denied 
a change of venue, he was 
tried and convicted, and 
Fletcher immediately moved 
to charge Bevill with aggra-
vated perjury.

Bevill’s suit for First 
Amendment free speech 
civil rights violations stems 
from his eventual dismissal 
from his position with the 
city of Quitman and the al-
leged role of the three coun-
ty officials in that dismissal.

In his ruling on the request 
for immunity, U.S. District 
Judge Amos Mazzant said, 
“After considering Plaintiff’s 
pleadings, the Court is satis-
fied that Plaintiff has carried 
his burden of pleading both 
the existence of a conspiracy 
involving state action and 
the deprivation of his civil 
rights in furtherance of that 
conspiracy.”

He also stated, “The Court 
is satisfied that Judge Fletch-
er, DA Wheeler, and Sheriff 
Castloo had ‘fair warning’ 
that allegedly using their 
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Together we can make a difference.

Janet Judkins and Jackson Friddle get a closeup look at an antique Ford Saturday morning at the courthouse square 
in Quitman. Lake Country Classic Cars put on the show which has been delayed by COVID-19 restrictions since March. 
See story, photo Page 10. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Runoff early voting starts Monday

The Amtrak passenger 
train that makes twice-daily 
stops in Mineola is among 
those targeted for a cutback 
in service to three days a 
week.

The Texas Eagle, which 
runs through Wood County 
with a morning westbound 
stop and an afternoon east-
bound stop, is among the 
long distance routes that 
Amtrak is targeting for cut-
backs. It originates in Chica-
go and San Antonio.

The passenger rail service 
has experienced devastat-
ing losses in passengers due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Estimates are a decline 
in passengers of up to 95% 
since the country began its 
efforts to slow the spread 
of the virus in mid-March. 
It has rebounded to 30% of 
former levels.

The slow down in busi-
ness came just as Amtrak 
was on course to see record 
ridership.

The cuts are targeted for 
Oct. 1 and expected to con-
tinue through the fiscal year 
2021, with service to be re-
sumed should demand in-
crease.

Amtrak has also sought a 
$1.5 billion federal bail out 
and announced plans to cut 
up to 20% of its work force, 
including employee buy-
outs.

It has already received 
a $1 billion bail out due to 
COVID-19.

For the third straight week protesters took to the streets of Mineola, marching from the downtown gazebo along 
Pacific Ave. north to Loop 564 to draw attention to racial inequality. See related story Page Nine. (Monitor photo by 
Sam Major)

Amtrak service cutbacks include Texas Eagle

Former police captain’s civil rights lawsuit 
awaiting appeal to U.S. Fifth Circuit Court

Quaker says it’s ending Aunt Jemima brand; 
Hawkins woman was second to play character

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The decision by Quaker 
Oats to retire the 130-year-
old Aunt Jemima brand be-
cause it was based on a ra-
cial stereotype has hit close 
to home in Wood County.

Lillian Herbert Richard, 
who is buried at Fouke cem-
etery, was one of the many 
actresses who portrayed 
Aunt Jemima. Richard was 
Aunt Jemima from 1925 until 
1947 when she had a stroke 
and was unable to contin-
ue. Now, decades later, the 
company wants to end using 
the Aunt Jemima likeness as 
well. There is also talk of re-
moving the state historical 
marker at the Fouke Com-
munity Center.

Because of Richard, Haw-
kins became known as the 
“Pancake Capital of Texas” 
in 1995 when Texas state 
Senator David Cain intro-
duced legislation making 
the designation. The his-
torical marker in the Fouke 
community was dedicated 
in her name June 30, 2012.

Richard traveled through-
out the south in support of 

the Aunt Jemima brand at a 
time when job opportunities 
were few for Black females. 
To most in the Hawkins 
area, Richard remains a folk 
hero.  

In an interview with Ty-
ler’s KLTV, Vera Harris, a 
second cousin to Richard, 
told about the pride in her 

relative.
“We want the world to 

know our cousin Lillian was 
one of the Aunt Jemimas 
and she made an honest liv-
ing out of it for a number of 
years,” Harris said. “She was 
considered a hero in Haw-

Judge denies deposition 
for former QDC director

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

District Judge Jeff Fletch-
er dismissed a petition by 
former Quitman Develop-
ment Corporation (QDC) 
Executive Director Denea 
Hudman to depose Quit-
man Mayor Randy Dunn. 
Hudman sought the deposi-
tion to investigate potential 
claims in anticipation of a 
lawsuit. 

Fletcher said there was no 
need for the petition because 
what it sought would be 
covered in the “discovery” 
portion of a possible lawsuit 
by Hudman.

“File your lawsuit, pay 
your fees and get after it,” 
Fletcher told attorneys.

The anticipated lawsuits 

are against Dunn, the QDC 
and the City of Quitman. 
Hudman was the executive 
director of the QDC for over 
five years serving as an in-
dependent contractor. The 
petition stated Dunn un-
lawfully violated Hudman’s 
right to privacy by accessing 
her private e-mail account 
and she further believes the 
mayor may have unlawful-
ly disseminated her private 
e-mails along with other 
private and personal infor-
mation.

In April, Dunn told the 
Wood County Monitor, “As 
mayor, I have a responsi-
bility to make sure that city 
property, including city 
computers, are used for the 
purposes for which the tax-
payer intends. The city be-

lieves that it and the QDC 
treated Denea fairly under 
the circumstances and re-
acted appropriately to the 
facts.”

Hudman claimed an in-
vasion of her common law 
right to privacy as well as 
violations of the Computer 
Fraud and Abuse Act and 
the Stored Communication 
Act.

In February, Hudman was 
terminated by the QDC ex-
ecutive board. According to 
the petition, Hudman un-
derstands her termination 
was as a result of an un-
founded claim she received 
commission payments on 
commercial projects within 
the city of Quitman through 

Lillian Richard Williams, who played Aunt Jemima, is buried in the Fouke 
Cemetery. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)
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2nd FRIDAY ACOUSTIC JAM - second Friday 6 - 9 p.m., Quit-
man Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quitman 903-975-5745
ALBA CITY COUNCIL - first Monday, 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
ALBA LADIES CLUB - fourth Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Alba Commu-
nity Center. 765-2956
ALBA LIBRARY/MUSEUM BOARD – third Monday every other 
month, 4 p.m., library building. Everyone welcome.
ALBA-GOLDEN SCHOOL BOARD - second Monday, 7 p.m., 
high school library, 768-2472.
ALBA-GOLDEN YOUTH FOUNDATION - second Tuesday, el-
ementary gym, 7 p.m. All welcome.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Sunday and Monday, 7 p.m., 
Friday 8 p.m., Wednesday noon; Women’s Group Monday 
noon.; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, Mineola.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Wednesday and Saturday, 
7:30 p.m., 406 E. Lane Street, Quitman.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS – Gateway Group, Tues. & Sat. 
7 p.m. Puckett House, 109 Kilpatrick Street.
AL ANON - Thursday, 7:30 pm; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal 
Church, Mineola.
AMERICAN LEGION POST 296 and Auxiliary - fourth Tuesday, 
7 p.m., Highway 80, three miles east of Mineola. 903-569-6481. 
All are invited.
AMERICAN LEGION BINGO every Thursday, 6:30 p.m., doors 
open 5:30, 2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, snack bar, 903-569-5965
AMERICAN LEGION POST OF WINNSBORO - first Tuesday, 
5:30 p.m., 201 West Broadway, in Winnsboro, 214-502-4496.
APET (Animal Preservation of East Texas) Thrift Store - Dog 
Gone Good Stuff, 915 S. Pacific Street, Mineola, Thursday-Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (903) 569-1250
BOY SCOUT TROOP 36 QUITMAN – meets second and fourth 
Sunday, 4:30 p.m., Scout House behind First United Methodist 
Church. Joe Degorostiza, 903-763-4127
BOY SCOUT TROOP 385 Mineola - Tuesdays 7 p.m., Mineola 
Methodist Education Bldg. third floor.  New boys/alums wel-

come! Chris Jennings 903-569-3531
BREAD OF LIFE MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY - Humble Baptist, 
first & third Tuesday 1-4 p.m.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY - a support group for those with 
various hurts, habits or hang-ups, every Monday, 6:30-9 p.m., 
Church on the Rock annex building at 302 S. Stephens. 903-
497-6149
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, Elizabeth 
English Denton chapter - first Saturday except June, July, Au-
gust and December, 11 a.m. Harvest Acres Baptist Church, 
1062 W Loop 564, Mineola. 903-857-2461.
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, John 
Hogg, Sr. Chapter, 3rd Monday except June, July, August & 
December, 1 PM. Holly Hall, Holly Lake Ranch. 903-520-8697
EASTERN STAR - Quitman Chapter 695, 3rd Tues., dinner 
6:30 p.m., meeting 7:30. Flora Lodge in Quitman. 903-850-
4822
EAST TEXAS WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS- first Friday at 10 
a.m. at Quitman Public Library
FANNIE MARCHMAN GARDEN CLUB - third Wednesday, 
September - May, Mineola Civic Center, 10 a.m. Visitors wel-
come. Angela Thompson, president, 903-316-0875
FLORA MASONIC LODGE #119 - first Tuesday at the lodge 
hall, Highway 37, Quitman. Covered dish - 6:30 p.m., meeting 

7:30 p.m. Study nights for members each Thursday, 7 p.m. at 
the hall.
FOREVER YOUNG ACTIVITIES CENTER - Wednesday and 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fitness exercises, educational pro-
grams, entertainment, fellowship, Bingo and card games. 903-
763-8201
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY - second Tuesday at noon, Quit-
man.
FRIENDS OF THE MINEOLA MEMORIAL LIBRARY - first 
Thursday, 1 p.m., Mineola Library, 569-2767.
GED TEST SUPPORT - each Thursday 4 - 6 p.m. concurrent 
with QISD calendar. Quitman Public Library, 202 E Goode St, 
Quitman 903-975-5745
GIRLS SCOUTS MINEOLA TROOP 3 - 2nd & 4th Monday, 
5:30-7 p.m., Broad Street Church of Christ Annex, Mineola. All 
Wood County girls kindergarten-12th grade welcome. Crystal 
Arcand 903-705-2459
HAINESVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. - second and fourth 
Thursday, 7 p.m., Firehouse downtown Hainesville.
HOLLY LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT -first and third Tuesday at 
the fire station at Holly Lake Ranch.
KIWANIS CLUB-Mineola - noon Tuesday, Mineola Civic Center 
Dogwood Room.
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OF SAINT PETER’S THE 

APOSTLE COUNCIL #11933 - second Thursday, 7 p.m., at the 
church, 203 Meadowbrook Drive, Mineola. 903-569-3662.
LAKE COUNTRY CLASSIC CAR CLUB - third Monday, 6:30 
p.m. 903-850-3858.
LAKE COUNTRY REPUBLICANS - fourth Monday, 6 p.m., Red 
Dome Smokehouse, Quitman.
LAKE COUNTRY RV TRAVELERS - of Good Sam Int’l. Month-
ly, RV parks w/in 150 m. radius. 903-569-3677 or 3069.
LAKE COUNTRY SYMPHONIC BAND - rehearsals Thursdays 
at Mineola Middle School Band Room. 7 p.m. 903-569-2300.
LAKE FORK ROTARY CLUB - Wednesday, noon, at the Lake 
Fork Baptist Church on State Highway 515
LAKE HOLBROOK ASSOCIATION - first Saturday, February, 
May, August and November, Harold Simmons Community Cen-
ter, 5:30 p.m. directors, 6 p.m. all members and guests wel-
come. 903-569-0223.
MEMORY CAFE, a time for stimulating memory, meets weekly 
on Thursday in the craft room at Holly Brook Baptist Church 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch is provided. Various activities 
are offered each week, including games, moderate exercise, 
art, and music. People in the area are invited. There is no 
charge. For more information call 903 769-2091
MINEOLA BAND BOOSTERS - first Tuesday, 6 p.m., middle 
school band hall. All middle and high school band parents in-
vited.
MINEOLA LIONS CLUB – for information on meetings call 903-
638-1596.
MINEOLA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE Det. #1278, 3rd Tues-
day, 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. meeting. American Legion Building, 
2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, 903-497-3030.
MINEOLA SCHOOL BOARD - third Monday, Admin. Bldg., 
Loop 564, 7 p.m. dependent on schedule changes.
MINEOLA CITY COUNCIL - fourth Monday, 5:30 p.m., City 
Hall. Public welcome. Call City Hall for changes in November 
and December because of holidays.

Listings alternated on a weekly basis
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PHIL MAJOR

“…with liberty and justice for all.”
When the pledge to the United States flag is 

recited, do you stand at attention, place your 
hand or hat over your heart and recite it word for 
word?

Anyone who considers themselves a patriot 
could answer only one way, with a resounding 
”yes.”

Once you’re done, do you then proceed with 
your life in a manner that ensures those last, 
critical six words?

If not, may I suggest a re-examination of your patrio-
tism.

For whatever reason, there is not a confederate monu-
ment on the south side of the Wood County courthouse, 
so we are spared the arguments about erasing or rewrit-
ing history.

Anyone remotely familiar with the history of the Ameri-
can Civil War knows that its history is extensively record-
ed and on public display.

I’ve been to Gettysburg; Shiloh; several historic sites in 
Franklin, Tenn.; Pea Ridge, Ark.; and Vicksburg, Miss., as 
well as Stone Mountain, Ga.

That history is not, and will not, be erased. It is well-pre-
served and brilliantly told.

And if the rewriting of history argument comes up, 
please don’t forget that these statues were erected for the 
very purpose of rewriting history.

What we need to examine is the reasons some monu-

ments have been erected and whether stereotypes 
that devalue one race or group that have been 
allowed to persist should also take their rightful 
place in the past.

The past cannot be changed. But we can always 
build and improve on our legacy.

The legacy of the town where I grew up was not 
a good one, but it has changed for the better and 
continues to do so.

Recently, the Denton County commissioners 
voted to have the confederate statue on the south 

side of the courthouse removed.
The statue has been a contentious issue for years. A few 

years back, after a committee came up with recommenda-
tions, commissioners decided to leave the statue but add 
historical context through other markers or displays.

The statue placed by the Daughters of the Confederacy 
decades after the war was not the only vestige of Denton’s 
racist past.

The elementary schools when I was growing up includ-
ed Stonewall Jackson, Jefferson Davis and Robert E. Lee 
– names or schools that no longer exist.

But the most odious vestige is that of Quakertown.
During my youth it was a city park. It housed the city 

swimming pool and the civic center. I attended birthday 
parties there, played my first year of Little League on its 
field and watched my father play for the church fast-pitch 
softball team on the same diamond, and attended high 
school dances at the civic center.

Today it is called Quakertown Park.
Its history did not become known to many residents 

until the last couple decades or so.
By an unfortunate accident of geography, Quakertown 

was located northeast of the downtown area, which put it 
squarely between the campus of Texas Woman’s Universi-
ty and movies, shopping and the bus and train depots.

City fathers decided the safety of the white co-eds 
required action and used some sort of forced eminent 
domain to relocate Quakertown in the 1920s to an area of 
southeast Denton – across the tracks.

Quakertown had been a thriving Black community of 
homes and businesses. And it was simply erased.

Southeast Denton’s streets did not become paved until 
the early ‘70s after a multi-racial group of Christian wom-
en petitioned the city.

There is so much more to tell, but the bottom line is 
this: Any behavior, any monument, any symbol, any rule 
(written or understood) that does not provide liberty and 
justice for all has no place in the United States of America.

I think Lillian Richard, the Hawkins lady who made a 
successful career of playing the role of Aunt Jemima to 
promote pancakes, might agree.

Her legacy is assured, even if the brand name is going 
away. Because her legacy is not about symbols. It is about 
the actions that she took to become a successful Black 
woman during a time when that was no easy thing to do.

It is a story to be celebrated and lifted up, just as we all 
should lift up each other during these difficult times.

Corner Column

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

There will be a book 
launch Friday from 5 to 
7 p.m. at Speakeasy Cof-
feehouse in Quitman. The 
book contains three novel-
las about love, faith and 
triumph all taking place in 
Quitman, and the focus is 
on people and their interac-
tions with the coffeehouse 
where many lives intersect.

The three pieces of litera-

ture are The Royal Glitch by 
Jean Pamplin, Courageous 
Hearts by Janet Ellington, 
and Something Almost 
Heavenly by Delia Latham. 
Each author has been in-
spired by the times they 
have spent at the Speak-
easy. 

In reality, the three au-
thors actually do spend 
time in Quitman at the cof-
feehouse. The authors will 
be there Friday to sign the 
books and answer any ques-

tions the public may have 
concerning their writings.

The authors will also read 
passages from the book, 
and random prizes will 
be given away during the 
event. There will also be a 
drawing for a gift basket.

Those attending are en-
couraged to come dressed 
in their favorite 1920s attire 
for the evening. Desserts 
will be served and other 
food items will be available 
for purchase.

Alan Williams, who recently moved to Mineola from Southwest Missouri, had a drive by for his 75th birthday last week. 
The Vietnam-era veteran said every third car honked. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

The Equal Legal Justice 
Committee will host a rally 
at the pavilion in Jim Hogg 

Park in Quitman Saturday, 
July 4 at noon.

There will be an organized 

open floor, and the public is 
invited.

Despite many businesses 
being closed two months or 
longer, sales tax revenues 
in Wood County have held 
strong.

Except for a large drop in 
Hawkins, the June report 
from the state comptroller’s 
office shows retail sales held 
up for the remaining cities 
and the county.

The June report represents 
sales made in April and re-
ported by retailers to the 
state in May.

Cities and the county are 
rebated their share of retail 
sales taxes monthly.

Wood County cities each 
collect a 1.5% tax on top of 
the 6.25% state sales tax, and 
Wood County collects an 
additional half-cent.

Combined, the six cit-
ies and the county earned 
$643,040 in June compared 
to $640,824 in June 2019.

That was in spite of a drop 
from $93,369 last year to 
$31,042 for Hawkins.

Yantis also saw a slight 
dip, from $8,688 last year to 
$7,014 this year.

Remaining cities reported 
good gains, with Alba seeing 
a 28% increase from $12,783 
to $16,431.

Mineola saw a gain of al-
most 10% from $173,463 to 
$190,197.

Quitman had an 11% 
increase from $64,192 to 
$71,369.

Winnsboro booked a 33% 
increase from $97,879 in 
2019 to $129,960 this year.

The county rebate of 
$197,025 was up 3.45% from 
a year ago.

For the first half of the year, 
the six cities plus the coun-
ty have seen an increase of 
$300,000 in sales tax income.

The large monthly drop 
left Hawkins trailing last 
year by 20%, but the other 
cities and the county remain 
ahead of the record pace set 
in 2019 by 7% or more.

Alba’s sales tax income has 

risen by more than 50% since 
last year. The city has earned 
$118,818 this year compared 
to $77,670 for the first half of 
last year.

Hawkins has dropped 
from $205,134 to $163,318.

Mineola sales tax receipts 
total $1,170,819 compared to 
$1,091,106 a year ago, which 
is up by 7.3%.

Quitman has received 
$409,447, for an 11% gain 
from  $368,999.

Winnsboro receipts are up 
11.5% to $645,276.

Yantis remains up for the 
year by 7.7% at $43,852.

Combined the six cities 
have earned $2,551,532 com-
pared to $2,362,293.

The county has received 
$1,133,932, up 11% from last 
year when $1,020,802 was 
received.

Combined, sales taxes have 
generated $3,685,464 for 
the six cities and the county 
compared to $3,383,095 in 
June 2019.

Book launch, reading planned Friday in Quitman

Equal justice committee hosting July 4 rally in Quitman

Sales tax receipts stay strong

Quitman Chamber of 
Commerce is hosting a 
back-to-business mixer 
Thursday, June 25 from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. at the pavilion 

at Jim Hogg City Park.
There will be a drawing 

for a Coleman RoadTrip 
285 stand-up propane grill 
donated by Quitman True 

Value Hardware.
The adjacent chamber of-

fice will also be open for re-
freshments.

Bring business cards.

Quitman chamber hosting business mixer at park

The Alba Economic De-
velopment Corp. voted 
last Monday to award 
COVID-19 relief funds to 

three local businesses.
The three each received 

the maximum $2,000.
The funds were target-

ed to assist with utilities, 
mortgage interest and rent 
during March, April and 
May.

Alba EDC awards three businesses relief funds
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MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00AM–6:00PM

SATURDAY
8:00AM–1:00PM

MEALS ON WHEELS

Meals on Wheels office phone: 497-1162
Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Fri. June 26 - Parmesan Chicken, Carrots & Lima
Beans, Apple Crisp, Whole Grain Garlic
Breadstick, Milk
Mon. June 29 - BBQ Beef, Delmonico Potatoes,
Peas & Carrots, Hamburger Bun, Cherry Gelatin,
Milk
Tues. June 30 - Oven Fried Chicken Thigh,
Macaroni & Cheese, Okra/Tomatoes/Corn, Fresh
Apple, Whole Grain White Bread, Milk
Wed. July 1 - Glazed Ham, Red Mashed Potatoes,
Garden Vegetables, Dinner Roll, Rice Krispie
Treat, Milk
Thur. July 2 - BBQ Chicken Breast, Tater Gems,
Hamburger Bun, Hot Spiced Apples, Fudge Crème
Cookie, Milk

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Drive thru
125 E. Broad St. • Mineola • 903-569-3882
FREE delivery

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

The fire was what they call 
“fully involved.” Afterward, 
practically nothing stood 
at what hours before had 
been Richie’s Grill and Café, 
a mainstay of the Hawkins 
community at the corner of 
US 80 and FM 14.    

That fire may have de-
stroyed a building, but to 
the indomitable proprietor, 
Ricardo (Ricky) Perez, it was 
not an end but a beginning. 

Scorched into the east wall 
of the smoking embers that 
Tuesday morning in 2018 
was a large wooden cross. 
The fire damaged but did 
not consume the cross. 

Thinking that it had sur-
vived for a reason, Perez 
left the cross on the wall for 
some time.

“The cross needed to be 
there,” he stated.

At a later point, when the 
new Richie’s was being pre-
pared, he felt he must take 
the cross.

“The significance of the 
cross is that God is showing 
me the right way,” he re-
flected.  

That same charred cross 
is already on the wall at the 

new Richie’s Grill and Café, 
expected to open later this 
summer at the intersection 
of FM 14 and CR 2869, the 
four corners just north of 
Hawkins.  

The cross also remains on 
that east wall at the old site. 
The intense heat burned an 
outline of the wooden cross 
into the wall. It remains to-
day. 

The survival of the cross, 
its salvage and its shadow, 
are open to a million inter-
pretations. However, the 
heart of the man who sal-
vaged that cross, Ricky Pe-
rez, is a matter of certainty. 

Perez lives to serve. His 
dedication to helping others 
is legendary in Wood Coun-
ty. His deeds earn the unfail-
ing loyalty of his employees 
and acquaintances. As a 
close friend shared, “Every-
thing he does helps someone 
else.”

As an example of his self-
lessness, following the fire, 
Perez worked tirelessly to 
secure employment for the 
25 people whose livelihood 
had just gone up in smoke.   

It is hard to comprehend 
how someone who had an 
extremely tough start to life 
could mature into a man 

governed by the golden rule. 
Perez left his family at age 
12 and made his way to the 
Texas-Mexico border, where 
he lived in a church before 
crossing into the U.S. 

Before reaching adult-
hood, he had witnessed tru-
ly awful events.

“I made the decision early 
not to have hate in my life,” 
he said.

Hard work in local dairies 
and tree farms followed his 
arrival to the States. Along 
the way he modified his 
commitment of avoiding 
hate in his life.

He explained, “I saw oth-
ers suffering and sought to 
help them as well.”

One success led to another 
and in 1998 he opened his 
first restaurant, in Canton.

Today, Perez is fully 
engaged in running the 
Richie’s in Winnsboro (just 
across from Brookshire’s), 
readying the site at the four 
corners to open, and helping 
others.

That philanthropy is best 
known for the free Thanks-
giving dinners that Richie’s 
offers each year. Last year, 
the Winnsboro location 
served over 580 people at no 
charge. Donations were ac-
cepted but not solicited. One 
little known aspect of that 
day is that his staff volun-
tarily worked without pay.

“It was all hands on deck 
that day,” Ricky explained, 
“and the staff gave their hol-
iday to serve the communi-
ty.”

Talk with Perez and that 
word “community” comes 
up often.

“Community brought us 
back to Hawkins,” he stat-
ed. He explained that God’s 
love makes a difference in 
people’s lives and when they 
then come together, God in-
fluences the community.

Perez admits the challeng-
es of breaking into estab-
lished rural towns, calling it 
“breaking through peoples’ 
coldness.”

He uses humility and 
kindness to break through.

“I have no fear of preju-
dice,” he explained, “my 
sacrifices and kindness have 
an effect, and I forgive.” 
From the number of requests 
he has had from around the 
county to reopen in Haw-
kins, it is clear that his kind-
nesses have had a marked 
effect on area residents.    

The list of sacrifices goes 
on and on. The most recent 
recipients were Camp Deer 
Run, a Christian summer 
camp, and the rehabilita-
tion facilities The Gideons 
and Mercy Mansion, both in 
Winnsboro.

The new Richie’s is a work 
in progress. Significant im-
provements to the sanita-
tion system as well as fire 
suppression systems are yet 
needed. With the efforts of 
business partner, Marine 
veteran Ira T. Price, leading 
the renovations, a late sum-
mer grand opening is look-
ing good. 

Area residents will soon 

be able to enjoy the salads, 
catfish, shrimp dishes, on-
ion rings and fajita butter 
for which the restaurant is 
known. A number of former 
staff from the old Richie’s 
are expected to return, so fa-
miliar faces should be there.  

Meanwhile, the site of 
old Richie’s has just hosted 
its first Hawkins farmers 
market.  Landowner James 
Hughes offered the site, but 
deferred use of his name on 
the market. He suggested 
instead that the naming con-
vention should go to Perez 
and Richie’s. 

Nine proprietors set up 
wares at the opening of the 
market June 13. Among 
them were Jody Horten of 
Jody’s Custom Catering, 
Melanie Humber market-
ing barn wood reclamation 
products, and baked goods 
from Betsy Hansard at 
Wood County Mercantile. 
Most notably, Landon Burns 
(10) and Walker Fannin (11) 
did brisk business selling 
night-crawlers under the 
marquee F.B. Worm Farm.

According to Hawkins 

Chamber of Commerce Pres-
ident Danielle Delint, the 
market holds great promise 
for the community. It is one 
of several initiatives forth-
coming to bring the commu-
nity together for business 
and relaxation. From a mov-
ie night in the park to host-
ing small businesses in the 
chamber building, things 
are moving forward in Haw-
kins.

Highway 80, the East Texas 
connector, runs from Dallas 
to Shreveport and through 
the fabric of this little bit of 
Texas. Travelers have long 
had their favorite cafés 
along the route: the Bluebird 
in Wills Point, the Lumber 
Yard Café in Edgewood, 
Mineola’s East Texas Burger 
Company, and Richie’s Grill 
and Café in Hawkins.  

Richie’s has been missed 
for the past two years, and 
now it’s coming back.

“I would like to thank the 
community of Hawkins,” 
Perez stated. “I am very 
grateful that they want us 
here…home is where you 
are welcome,” he concluded. 

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Quitman Elementary 
School has a new leader and 
she is a familiar face in QISD.

Brittany Eldred, who has 
been an academic advisor 
at Quitman High School for 
two years, will move west 
on East Goode Street to take 
over the reins as the prin-
cipal replacing the retiring 
Mary Ann Nichols. 

Eldred, and her husband 
Steve, make their home in 
the Alba area. Steve is a fire-
fighter for the city of DeSoto 
south of Dallas.

“We lived in the Metroplex 
for five years where I was 
an elementary teacher and 
curriculum writer for a few 
districts ranging from 1A to 
6A in size,” she said. “We 
moved to East Texas to be 
closer to family. My experi-
ence has ranged from teach-
ing special education to be-

ing a special education case 
manager to student advisor 
at the high school.”

Eldred received a master 
of education in education-
al leadership and principal 
certification from Stephen F. 
Austin University in Decem-
ber 2013 where she had a 
4.0 grade point average. She 
also has a bachelor of science 
in interdisciplinary studies 
from Tarleton State Univer-
sity where she graduated in 
May 2011. She is a graduate 
of Waxahachie High School.

“It is truly an honor to 
become part of the elemen-
tary school family and com-
munity,” she said. “My last 
few years in Quitman have 
shown me what a special 
place it is and I am excit-
ed about our future. I am 
thankful for the opportunity 
given to me by Mrs. Rhon-
da Turner. I believe whole-
heartedly that every student 
deserves a quality education 

that only happens when the 
school and the families work 
together for the best inter-
ests of our children.”

Eldred has taught and 
been a case manager in the 
Alba-Golden ISD as well 
as teaching at Brownsboro 
Elementary, Hubbard Ele-
mentary and Vista Acade-
my of DeSoto. She is also an 
adjunct college instructor at 
Tyler Junior College teach-
ing education.

Eldred is ready for the 
challenge. “I am truly bless-
ed to be given this opportu-
nity and look forward to im-
mersing myself completely 
in our school and communi-
ty,” Eldred noted. “I believe 
my main responsibility is to 
put our teachers in the best 
possible position to succeed, 
as they will in turn put our 
children in the best possible 
position to succeed.”

Dalton Dirk Wright of 
Alba graduated with a bach-
elor of science degree from 
Southern Arkansas Univer-
sity in Magnolia, Ark.

He majored in sport man-
agement: coaching in the 
College of Education.

Wright was among 506 
SAU students who received 
a degree for the Spring 2020 
semester, including 344 un-
dergraduate candidates. 

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

A new park ranger at Jim 
Hogg City Park sparked 
conversation at the Quitman 
Council meeting last Thurs-
day evening.

The council decided not to 
act on hiring a new ranger.

City employee Robby 
Clanton is serving in the po-
sition, but he is planning on 
stepping down as ranger in 
the near future. The ranger 
position reports to Streets 
and Maintenance Director 
Walter Lutonsky. “Before 
we go posting the job, we 
need to let our folks (city em-
ployees) know it might be a 
possibility for one of them,” 
Mayor Randy Dunn said.

Council member Susan 
Resnik commented, “We 
need to do some research 
and take another month 
looking at it.” The item was 
tabled.

Just a few of the ranger’s 
duties include picking up 
trash daily; cleaning re-
strooms twice a week or 
more if needed; checking 
playground equipment to 
assure proper operation 
and condition on a dai-
ly basis; keeping all side-
walks clean; maintaining 
and watering grass in the 
park and RV park; assisting 
in operation of RV park af-
ter-hours and on weekends; 
trimming hedges, weed-
ing flower beds, mowing 
grass, weed-eating, picking 

up limbs, raking leaves and 
other yard maintenance as 
needed; and sweeping and 
cleaning pavilion on a week-
ly basis or more often as 
needed for events.

The council approved a 
retainage fee of $7,500 for 
work done by 7H Construc-
tion Company. The request 
for the retainage fee by 7H 
representative Allen Ross 
was for work done on the 
12” water lines and ground 
storage tank project.

The council approved an 
inter-local agreement with 
Wood County to provide 
specialized mowing equip-
ment and labor to mow 
areas inaccessible to city 
equipment.

Richie’s plans late summer return

Proprietors Landon Burns (10) and Walker Fannin (11) had already bagged 
$30 in sales by mid-morning of the June 13 Hawkins Farmers Market.

Business partners Ira T. Price and Ricky Perez are joined by Perez’s youngest 
son, Raeden, at the site of the new Richie’s Grill north of Hawkins.

The charred cross from the original 
site of Richie’s already adorns the 
new restaurant.

Council tables park ranger discussion 
to allow present staff to seek position

Eldred named Quitman Elementary principal

BRITTANY ELDRED

Wright earns 
degree at SAU

GOT NEWS? Call us. 903-569-2442 903-763-4522
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urge everyone to attend
the church of their choice!

The employees of

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX  
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621

Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

Support Our Area Churches 
With An Ad In This Location

Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Jason Walters

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873

Pastor Phillip Casper
Freedom Baptist Church

155 CR 2201, Mineola
903-638-8555

Pastor  Al Dusek
Hainesville Baptist Church

3368 FM 49, Mineola
903 569-3212

 Pastor Terry Davis
Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Tim Nall

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola

 (903) 569-3760
Pastor Michael Mize

Northside Baptist Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3872
Steve Prestridge, Pastor

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 

(903) 569-5746
Pastor Jeff Thompson

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola

(903) 569-9350
Pastor Nick Kerry

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola

(903) 569-2433
Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola

(903) 569-8722
Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
Right Rev. Frazier Lawton

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Mark Thompson
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton
Faith Baptist Church

405 S Hart Street, Quitman
903-492-3535

Pastor Mike Midkiff
First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

Church of God in Christ
Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ

209 Bookman St., Quitman TX
(903)780-097

Pastor Bobby H.  Jones

JEWISH
Bethel Temple Fellowship

680 CR 2150, Quitman, Texas
(940) 206-5830

Rabbi  Linda Gutierrez

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Dean Brown

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR 5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 • Alba, Tx 75410
(903) 473-9523 Fax: 903-474-9045

Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org
email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT BUILDING
MATERIALS

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

"Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, 

he will not depart from it."
Proverbs 22:6 

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES - SHEET METAL 

DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

903-569-2442 • 715 Mimosa St. • Mineola, Texas 75773
903-763-4522  • 211 N. Main • Quitman, TX 75783

The Bible tells us that our tongue is a 
small member of our body that can 
cause great damage. It compares it to 
a small fire that can set a forest ablaze. 
In the Bible, St. James tells us that if 
anyone can control their tongue, it 
proves that they have perfect control 
over themselves in every other way. 
He also tells us that sometimes our 
tongue praises our Heavenly Father,  
and sometimes it breaks out into 
curses against men who are made like 
God. Holding our tongue is not always 
an easy thing to do; however, we 
should try not to speak badly or spread 
rumors about others. Gossiping and 
spreading lies are not good and often 
can prove quite harmful and hurtful. 
When we know of someone who is 
constantly speaking badly of others, 
we must realize that  they are probably 
also rumoring about us when we are 
not around. There is nothing that 
reflects a person's character more than 
what they say and the way they speak 
about others. A good person is kind 
and truthful, and their talking is free of 
curse words; they can be trusted not 
to speak of the faults of others. God 
wants us to live in harmony with our 
friends and loved ones, and holding 
our tongue will help us to develop a 
Godly relationship. 

From the same mouth come 
blessing and cursing. My brethren, 
this ought not to be so. 

- R.S.V. James 3:10
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JUNE 9

3:39 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1941 near Yan-
tis about a disturbance. Parties 
were separated for the day.

10:06 a.m. Deputies spoke 
with the reporting party about 
an unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle on Hwy. 11 near Winns-
boro. The reporting party ad-
vised the deputies at a later time 
that the truck was retrieved. 

2:32 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3950 near Mineo-
la about a disturbance. Deputies 
made contact with the individual 
and cleared the incident.

8:07 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 4645 near Winns-
boro about criminal trespass. 
Deputies issued a criminal tres-
pass warning and cleared the 
incident.

9:29 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 37 near Mineola 
about the burglary of a vehicle. 
Several items were stolen from 
the reporting party’s vehicle. 
This case has been forwarded to 
investigators. 

JUNE 10
12:16 p.m. Deputies spoke 

with the reporting party about 
criminal trespass on CR 4919 
near Quitman. Deputies gave 
the reporting party advice and 
cleared the incident.

1:21 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning a 
possible theft on CR 3260 near 
Quitman. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident. 

2:08 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 80 near Mineola 
concerning a disturbance. Taylor 
Liles, 22, of Pittsburg was ar-
rested for assault causes bodily 
injury.

JUNE 11
9:11 a.m. Deputies spoke with 

the reporting party about a ter-
roristic threat on Plum Knoll near 
Hawkins. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident.

9:25 a.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party about a ter-
roristic threat on FM 2225 near 
Quitman. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident.

8:43 p.m. Deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on Hwy. 37 near 
Mineola. Raul Carmona, 42, of 
Mineola, was arrested for driving 
while intoxicated third or more.

JUNE 12
3:05 a.m. Deputies responded 

to a suspicious vehicle on Lake 
Holbrook beach. Deputies locat-
ed the vehicle and cleared the 
incident.

9:23 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 80 near Mineo-
la about an abandoned vehicle. 
Deputies located the vehicle and 
cleared the incident.

11:58 a.m. Deputies were 
dispatched to Hwy. 154 near 
Quitman about a burglary. Sev-

eral items were stolen from the 
reporting party’s property. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

6:20 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party in reference 
to terroristic threat on CR 3144 
near Quitman. Deputies gave 
the reporting party advice and 
cleared the incident.

6:59 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 14 near Quitman 
about shots fired. Deputies locat-
ed the individual and determined 
the gun was fired in a safe direc-
tion.

9:42 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2263 near Mine-
ola about a disturbance. Depu-
ties located the individuals and 
cleared the incident.

JUNE 13
8:22 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to FM 17 near Alba 
about an abandoned vehicle. 
Deputies located the vehicle and 
cleared the incident.

9:56 a.m. Deputies responded 
to a suspicious vehicle on CR 
3420 near Hawkins. Deputies 
located the vehicle and cleared 
the incident.

11:55 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2935 near Alba 
concerning a terroristic threat. 
This case has been forwarded to 
investigators.

1:50 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2632 near Mine-
ola concerning an inquest. A fe-
male, 79, was found deceased in 
her residence. The justice of the 
peace did not order an autopsy.

3:55 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party about harass-
ment on PR 8692 near Winns-
boro. Deputies gave the report-
ing party advice and cleared the 
incident.

7:41 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Lake Holbrook beach 
about a reckless driver. Deputies 
located the vehicle and every-
thing was OK.

8:45 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party about a pos-
sible burglary on CR 2154 near 
Quitman. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident.

9:53 p.m. Dakota Ramirez, 28, 
of Mineola, was arrested for an 
outstanding warrant at the Quit-
man ER.

11:11 p.m. Deputies respond-
ed to suspicious vehicle on 
Sioux near Quitman. Deputies 
located the vehicle and cleared 
the incident.

JUNE 14
1:32 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to CR 1560 near Alba 
concerning a noise complaint. 
Deputies located the individuals 
and advised them to lower the 
volume of the music. 

2:14 a.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party about a pos-
sible assault on CR 1670 near 
Alba. Deputies gave the report-
ing party advice and cleared the 

incident.
6:41 a.m. Deputies responded 

to a suspicious vehicle on CR 
4660 near Winnsboro. Deputies 
located the vehicle and cleared 
the incident.

10:55 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Sioux near Quitman 
concerning suspicious circum-
stances. Deputies located the 
suspicious activity and cleared 
the incident.

2:15 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 80 near Mineola 
about a structure fire. Mineola 
Fire Department extinguished 
the fire and the incident was 
cleared. 

2:45 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party about a noise 
complaint on Hwy. 69 near Alba. 
Deputies gave the reporting par-
ty advice and cleared the inci-
dent.

4:57 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning a 
reckless driver on Loop 564 near 
Mineola. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident.

5:20 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3639 near Haw-
kins concerning theft. A known 
suspect stole money from the 
reporting party’s property. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

JUNE 15
8:21 a.m. Deputies responded 

to a suspicious vehicle on Main 
St. in Yantis. Prior to the depu-
ties’ arrival, the vehicle left the 
area. 

12:32 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 154 near Yantis 
about a reckless driver. Deputies 
located the vehicle and cleared 
the incident.

2:52 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 4730 near Winns-
boro concerning harassment. 
This case has been forwarded to 
investigators.

3:56 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party about a pos-
sible assault on PR 6394 near 
Alba. Deputies gave the report-
ing party advice and cleared the 
incident.

4:25 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning a 
scam on CR 2276 near Mineo-
la. Deputies gave the reporting 
party advice and cleared the in-
cident.

7:14 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 312 near Winns-
boro concerning a theft. A known 
suspect stole several items from 
the reporting party’s property. 
This case has been forwarded to 
investigators. 

11:21 p.m. Deputies respond-
ed to a suspicious person on 
Hwy. 154 near Yantis. Depu-
ties located the individual and 
cleared the incident.

11:56 p.m. Deputies respond-
ed to a suspicious vehicle on CR 
4890 near Winnsboro. Deputies 
located the vehicle and cleared 
the incident.

JUNE 11
3:09 p.m. A traffic stop was 

conducted when officers ob-
served a man operating an ATV 
on a public street at S. Johnson 
and Belcher Streets. The man 
took the ATV home and received 
a warning.

5:06 p.m. A woman reported 
while traveling eastbound in the 
1000 block of E. Broad St. that 
her window glass shattered.  Of-
ficers found that the window had 
been struck with what appeared 
to be a pellet or BB gun projec-
tile.  This case is under investi-
gation. 

6:47 p.m. A woman stated that 
a vehicle accident occurred in 
the Walmart parking lot on June 
5 and that she and the other driv-
er failed to exchange information 
and needs an accident report.

JUNE 12
12:50 p.m. A dog bite was 

reported in the 300 block of E. 
Broad St. The dog was placed 
into quarantine. The woman re-
ported that the dog was going to-
ward her small child aggressive-
ly when she jumped in between 
the two and was bitten. The own-
er was contacted by animal con-
trol and during the surrender to 
the shelter the owner of the dog 
was also bitten. A second dog 
bite report was completed. 

12:00 p.m. Officers were dis-
patched to a residence located 
in the 500 block of W. Blair St. 
The caller advised that his broth-
er and his brother’s girlfriend 
were having a dispute inside the 
home. Officers found that the 
issue was verbal only. The two 
separated. No offense had oc-
curred.

5:35 p.m. A woman spoke to 
officers in the Walmart parking 
lot about a hit and run that she 
was involved in. It was found that 
the accident had taken place 
outside the city limits in county’s 
jurisdiction. The officers contact-
ed the county. The woman stat-
ed that she could not wait on a 
deputy to arrive and left. Officers 
relayed her information to the 
sheriff’s department. 

11:14 p.m.  Officers as-
sisted EMS with locating a man 
who was reported by his girl-
friend as having some sort of a 
medical problem while he was 
walking. The man was located in 
the area of Second St. and West 
Patten St. and transported to the 
hospital by EMS.

JUNE 13
9:43 a.m. A wallet was found 

in the parking lot of Walmart and 
turned into the police depart-
ment. The owner was located. 

7:52 p.m. Officers were called 
to assist with a man who had 
passed out in a business in the 
200 block of W. Broad St. Offi-
cers requested EMS. The man 
was transported to the hospital.

10:45 p.m.  Officers re-
sponded to a loud music com-
plaint in the 700 block of Padgett 
St. The loud music was found 
and was turned down after offi-
cers talked with the homeowner. 

JUNE 14
3:30 a.m. Officers checked 

on a vehicle that was found in a 
closed businesses parking lot lo-
cated in the 1700 block of West 

Loop 564. The vehicle was unoc-
cupied and after a license plate 
check, the vehicle was logged 
as suspicious for further investi-
gation. 

10:30 a.m. Dispatch received a 
call in reference to several goats 
running loose on S. Johnson St. 
and Belcher St.  The goats were 
back behind a gate when officers 
arrived. 

8:20 p.m. Officers were dis-
patched to a disturbance in the 
500 block of Landers St. A wom-
an reported that a man was re-
fusing to leave her residence 
after he was asked.  The male 
subject had left prior to officers’ 
arrival. After further investigation 
it was determined that no of-
fense had been committed. 

JUNE 15
11:56 a.m. A business in the 

1000 block of E. Broad St. re-
ported a theft of service. The 
business owner stated that a 
rented vehicle has not been re-
turned on time. The case has 
been forwarded to criminal in-
vestigations. 

5:37 p.m. A reckless driver 
was reported. The caller stated 
that the driver had collided with 
three mailboxes with his vehicle 
in the 1200 block of W. Broad 
St. The driver was located by 
officers, who found no signs of 
intoxication. The driver stated 
he was distracted and that was 
the reason for striking the mail-
boxes. An accident report was 
completed. 

8:57 p.m. Officers were dis-
patched to Walmart in reference 
to a theft of a cellphone. A man 
reported to officers that his cell 
phone was left in a restroom by 
accident.  The man returned to 
the restroom a short time later 
only to find that his phone had 
been removed. A theft report 
was made. The reporting par-
ty called the police department 
back on the 17th and stated that 
his phone had been turned into 
the store. The cell phone was re-
turned to the owner. 

11:54 p.m. Officers responded 
to a business in the 100 block 
of the North East Loop 564 for 
a possible intoxicated male. Em-
ployees of the business stated 
they told the male subject they 
were calling the police. The man 
then got into a vehicle and left 
in an unknown direction.  Wood 
County was contacted to be on 
the lookout for the possible in-
toxicated driver. A license plate 
number and a description of the 
vehicle was obtained. 

JUNE 16
4:00 a.m. Dispatch talked with 

a towing company that stat-
ed they were called to assist a 
stranded motorist on S. Pacific 
St. The company assisted the 
motorist with getting his vehicle 
running. The caller stated when 
the vehicle was fixed that the 
driver sped off, not paying for the 
service. The vehicle was located 
a short time later. A theft of ser-
vice report was made. Investiga-
tion continues. 

11:28 a.m. A business in the 
100 block of E. Broad St. report-
ed a man harassing one of their 
employees. The man had been 
asked several times to stop. The 
man had left the business before 

officers arrived. The business 
was advised to contact the po-
lice department if and when the 
man returns to their location. In-
vestigation continues. 

3:05 p.m. Officers assisted a 
stranded 18 wheeler at the in-
tersection of North Pacific and 
Loop 564. The vehicle was re-
moved off the roadway until a 
towing company was available 
for pick up. Traffic flow was re-
turned to normal. 

JUNE 17
12:08 a.m.  Officers were dis-

patched to the 100 block of Deb-
by Lane when a manager of a 
business contacted the police 
department. The manager stated 
that several unauthorized people 
were in a room with load music 
playing. Officer talked with the 
occupants and told them to keep 
the music turned down. The 
manager advised that the unau-
thorized persons had left prior to 
the officers’ arrival. 

11:17 a.m. Dispatchers report-
ed a verbal disturbance in the 
parking lot of the police depart-
ment. Officers talked with the 
two subjects that came to the 
police department originally to 
discuss a civil issue. No offense 
had been committed.  

2:17 p.m. A citizen turned in a 
credit card found at E. Broad St. 
and N. Pacific St. Contact was 
made with the card holder and 
will be returned.

5:17 p.m. Officers responded 
to E. Broad St. and Pacific St. in 
reference to a driver who had fall-
en asleep. The caller stated that 
they had approached the vehicle 
and the driver was asleep in his 
vehicle in the intersection. The 
driver then awoke and drove off, 
traveling eastbound on Broad. 
Officers checked the area and 
a description of the vehicle was 
broadcasted to other agencies. 
The vehicle was not located in-
side the city limits of Mineola.

6:30 p.m. A disturbance was 
reported in the 400 block of W. 
Broad St. The caller stated that 
the incident occurred when the 
driver of another vehicle swerved 
in front of the caller’s vehicle. 
The two drivers then got into a 
yelling match after both drivers 
pulled into a parking lot. The two 
drivers went on their separate 
ways after no one wished to file 
criminal charges. 

8:17 p.m. Officers were dis-
patched to a disturbance locat-
ed in the 400 block of Goodson 
St. The caller stated that five 
or six people were fighting and 
assaulting each other. Officers 
learned that a truck had just left 
the area before the officers’ ar-
rival. The remaining people left 
the immediate location after their 
identification was checked and 
documented. No charges were 
filed. 

9:35 p.m. Officers responded 
to the 800 block of Short St. in 
reference to an anonymous call 
of a teenager walking around 
the neighborhood with a .22 rifle. 
The caller stated that a window 
had been damaged by the teen-
ager. Officers located and spoke 
to a person of interest. The prop-
erty owner wished to remain 
anonymous and did not want a 
police report.

Building fire: June 14, 2:22 
3271 p.m., E. US Hwy. 80, Min-
eola.

Grass fire: June 12, 4:09 
p.m., E. US Hwy. 80 & E. CR 
2789, Mineola; June 13, 1:23 

p.m., 23108 CR 448, Lindale; 
June 13, 3:01 p.m., 7594 VZ CR 
1712, Grand Saline.

Medical assist, assist EMS 
crew: June 12, 8:08 p.m., 512 
Landers St., Mineola; June 13, 
1:12 p.m., 415 CR 2632, Mineo-
la; June 16, 11:59 a.m., S. Hwy. 
69, Mineola.

Dispatched & canceled en 
route: June 11, 12:37 p.m., FM 
1801 & Loop 564, Mineola: June 
14, 11:56 a.m., 21000 CR 450, 
Lindale.

Authorized controlled burn-
ing: June 12, 9:29 p.m., 2100 E. 
US Hwy. 80, Mineola.

Coleman Bail Bond

903.763.4844

(Directly across the street from Wood County Jail)
407 S. Stephen • Quitman, Texas 75763

24 Hour Service
Credit Terms Available

Mineola Fire Report

Preparation – Arrange to 
have your animal a place 
where there won’t be loud 
fireworks displays such as 
a friend’s or relative’s home 
or a doggie day care with 
which your dog is familiar.

Accommodate – If you 
cannot take your animal to a 
place away from fireworks, 
then have a travel kennel 
at home for her to feel safe 
in. If you’re not going to be 
home, have a friend or sitter 
there to keep your animals 
company and take them out 
to relieve themselves every 
four hours.

 Acclimation – The best 
way to prepare your animals 
for fireworks is to make sure 
they’re comfortable with the 

sound in advance. While 
this is a simple process, it 
can take time. Try different 
sounds in a comfortable and 
safe location. 

 Sedation – If you do find it 
necessary to use medication 
to calm your animal during 
the fireworks, remember 
that you must introduce any 
such tool at the right time, 
conditioning your animal to 
understand that the medica-
tion is there to bring them to 
a calm state. Please consult 
your veterinarian for the 
right solution for you and 
your pet.

 Communication – If you 
are going to be with your 
animal or livestock during 
the fireworks, sending the 

calming message that they 
are nothing to worry about 
will also help him or her to 
relax.

Livestock are sometimes 
forgotten during these 
events. Please make sure 
you have prepared them 
also. If your livestock are in 
the pasture you could possi-
bly make arrangements for 
boarding or securing them 
in a stall for the evening if 
you know there will be a 
firework show near your lo-
cation.

If your animal becomes 
lost please call the Mineola 
Animal Shelter at 903-569-
6294 or email photo and info 
to Shelter@mineola.com.

Shelter provides fireworks tips for animals

The Quitman Fire Station 
at 413 East Goode St. will be 
the site for mobile COVID-19 
testing Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. It is free to the pub-
lic. 

Registration opens Friday. 
To register call 512-883-2400 
or visit TXCOVIDTEST.
ORG. The tests are conduct-
ed by appointment only. 

Participants can be 
screened if they have fever 

and/or chills; cough (dry or 
productive); fatigue; body 
aches/ muscle and joint pain; 
shortness of breath; sore 
throat; headaches; nausea/
vomiting/diarrhea; nasal 
congestion; and loss of taste 
and/or smell.

Emergency responders 
can test without symptoms; 
just advise when scheduling 
an appointment.

COVID-19 testing coming 
to Quitman fire station

2185 N. Pacific, Ste. 200
Mineola TX 75773

903-569-5115
HefnerGroup.com

Your Shield of Protection



FREDDIE LEE DENNEY 
1951-2020

Freddie Lee Denney, known by many as “Fred,” died on 
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 at age 68 after a brief but valiant 
battle with cancer. Born in Bonham on Nov. 27, 1951 to par-
ents Odell and Loyce Denney, Freddie had four siblings, late 
older brother Tommy and younger sisters Donna, Dianne 
and Sherrill. 

At age 22, Freddie married Rebecca Jean Redding, with 
whom he shared 46 loving years and fathered two ador-
ing children. He was devoted to his family and exemplified 
kindness, compassion and commitment. Freddie obtained 
his master’s degree in social work and diligently served the 
state of Texas in the Department of Child Protective Services 
for 43 years before retiring in 2017. He enjoyed several hob-
bies, which prominently featured his love of music.

Known for his steadiness, Freddie wasted few words. De-
spite his unassuming nature, he possessed a keen and joc-
ular wit that he generously shared with those he loved. He 
was talented with puns and a master at constructing “dad 
jokes.” Those who knew him will miss his playful and gen-
tle spirit.

Freddie is preceded in death by his parents and brother, 
Thomas “Tommy” Denney. He leaves behind his wife, Re-
becca; son, David of Dallas; daughter, Dara and her husband 
Michael Sammons of Tyler; sisters, Donna and her husband 
Don Malcom of Graford; Dianne and her husband Craig 
Coder of Mineola and Sherrill Weaver of Tucson, Ariz.; and 
a number of nieces and nephews, as well as extended family 
and friends. 

The family asks that in lieu of flowers, to please send do-
nations to Faith Baptist Church in Quitman, where Freddie 
and his wife, Rebecca, were charter members.

SANDRA CAROLYN MOSS LORANCE 
1946-2020

Services for Sandra Carolyn Moss 
Lorance, 73, of Winnsboro were held 
at 10 a.m. Thursday, June 18, 2020 at 
East Point Baptist Church, Winnsboro 
with Bro. James Scott and Scott Lorance 
officiating under the direction of Wil-
son-Bartley Funeral Home, Alba.

Interment was in Little Hope Ceme-
tery, Winnsboro.

Mrs. Lorance passed away June 13, 
2020, in Tyler. She was born Oct. 4, 1946, in Pittsburgh 
to Oscar Jack and Rosa Lee Whitworth Moss. On June 7, 
1963, Sandra married Gilbert Wayne Lorance in Dallas. She 
moved from McKinney to Winnsboro and has lived there 
for the past 20 years. She was a member of the East Point 
Baptist Church of Winnsboro.

Mrs. Lorance was preceded in death by her parents; 
brothers, Leon Moss, Dexter Moss, Jack Moss, Jr., Norman 
Moss, Jerry Moss, Joe Moss, and infant brother, William 
Moss.

Survivors include her husband of 57 years, Gilbert Lo-
rance of Winnsboro; son, Scott Lorance and wife Terri of 

Winnsboro; daughter, Jeanny Murphy of Farmersville; six 
grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren; and numerous oth-
er relatives and friends.

CECIL ROBINSON 
1941-2020

Cecil Robinson, 78, of Mineola, passed 
away on Tuesday, June 16, 2020 at his 
home in Mineola. He was born on Aug. 
18, 1941 in Mineola to the late Jim Rob-
inson and Jimmie Steele Robinson.

Cecil was a Baptist, a retired furni-
ture salesman, 32nd Degree Mason 
and member of the Castillian Masonic 
Lodge in Canton. He was preceded in 
death by parents; infant sister, Thelma 

Faye Robinson; and brother, Thomas E. Robinson.
He is survived by his loving wife, Mary Robinson of Min-

eola; daughter, Norvella Anderson and her husband Rob-
bie of Quinlan; step-sons, David Massey, Billy Bob Massey 
and Joseph Massey of Canton; step-daughters, Bobbye 
Whited, Denise Dry, and Lana Chambless; granddaughter, 
Haley Anderson of Quinlan and grandson, Hayden An-
derson of Quinlan; and brothers, James David Robinson of 
Houston and William Dale Robinson of Avinger.

Visitation was held on Thursday, June 18, 2020 from 6 to 
8 p.m. at Beaty Funeral Home in Mineola. Funeral services 
were held on Friday, June 19, 2020 at Beaty Funeral Home 
at 10 a.m. with Rev. Greg Anders conducting. Interment 
followed at Sand Springs Cemetery in Mineola, with Mike 
Gross, Kerry Keller, David Robinson, Jr., Don Klinker and 
Bryan Robinson serving as pallbearers.

JAMES ANTHONY “TONY” HOUGH 
1943-2020

Services for James Anthony “Tony” 
Hough, 76, of Alba were held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, June 20, 2020 at Wilson-Bart-
ley Funeral Home, with Dr. Kelly Bur-
ton officiating.

Interment was in Salem Cemetery.
Mr. Hough passed away June 17, 2020, 

in Mineola. He was born July 21, 1943 in 
Pottsboro to Levi James and Lola Mar-
tha Bean Hough. Tony had lived in Gar-

land before moving to Alba about 25 years ago, where he 
was a member of First Baptist Church of Alba. He worked 
as an engineer technician on semi-conductors. Tony was 
preceded in death by his parents; wife, Wanda Lynn Yates 
Hough; and brother, Bill Hough.

Survivors include his two sons, James Todd Hough of 
Alba and Chad Anthony Hough of Garland; two grand-
children; and numerous other relatives and friends.

The family received friends from 6-8 p.m. Friday at the 
funeral home.

BILLY ARMSTRONG 
1945-2020

A memorial service will be held for Billy Armstrong at 
11 a.m. on Saturday, June 27, 2020 at Silver Lake Baptist 
Church with Pastors Mike Sullivan and Troy Watson offi-
ciating.

Mr. Armstrong was born May 30, 1945 in Grand Saline, 
Silver Lake Community, where he has been a resident all 
his life. He worked for Buddy Schoellkopf Products in 
Mineola for 45 years. He was a member of Silver Lake Bap-
tist Church, where he served as a deacon and song-leader 
for many years.

Billy passed away at age 75 on June 19, 2020. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, Hershell Leon Armstrong 

and Malinda Pearl Adams Armstrong; brothers, Clifton 
Joe Armstrong, Larkin Ray Armstrong and James Bo Arm-
strong; and sisters, Delois Woodrum, Helen McDade, Vel-
ma Bryant and Ruby Taylor.

Survivors include his wife of 53 years, Nancy Armstrong 
of Silver Lake; daughter, Malinda Sue Armstrong of Silver 
Lake; son and daughter-in-law, Daniel Leon and Missy 
Armstrong of Mineola; sisters, Shirley Brockett, Betty Lou 
Brewer and Bobbie Murphy; and one grandson, Jackson 
Duncan.

WINNIE HAZELWOOD WHITTINGTON 
1928-2020

Winnie Hazelwood Whittington, 92, 
of Mineola, passed away on Wednes-
day, June 17, 2020 in Mineola. She was 
born on March 5, 1928 in Terrell. She 
was retired from Bank of America and 
a member of Harvest Acres Baptist 
Church. She was preceded in death 
by husbands, John Hazelwood in 2000 
and Dillard Whittington in 2015; one 
son, James Hazelwood in 2019; and one 

granddaughter, Angela Bell.
She is survived by sons, Barry Hazelwood and Thomas 

Hazelwood; three grandchildren; and ten great grandchil-
dren.

Visitation was held on Monday, June 22, 2020 from 10 to 
11 a.m. at Beaty Funeral Home in Mineola. Funeral service 
followed at 11 a.m. at the funeral home with Rev. David 
Burcham conducting. 

Interment was at Oakland Cemetery in Terrell.

AARON CEDRIC STANFORD 
A celebration of life for Aaron Cedric Stanford, 51, of 

Mineola will be held Friday, June 26 at 7 p.m. at the Mine-
ola Country Club. He passed away Thursday, April 2, 2020 
in Tyler, and the family chose to postpone services.

A memorial service will be held Sunday, June 28 at 3 p.m. 
at Sand Springs Baptist Church in Mineola.
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Wood County
SERVICE DIRECTORY

ConstruCtionConstruCtion

Your Ad
could be Here!
Call Brandi today
903-763-4522
903-569-2442

Come see what Mineola has to
offer for your special event

Join us C

Sunday, June 28, noon - 4p.m.
387 County Road 2667, Mineola, TX 75773

Refreshments will be served

LAKE FORK BAPTIST CHURCH

Weekday Early Education (WEE) Curriculum

Students age 1, 2, 3 or 4 before Sept. 1, 2020
First day of school is September 2, 2020

www.lakeforkbaptist.org
(Ministries/WEE School)

or call 903-473-9523

NOW ENROLLING FOR FALL

WEE School

Local Attorney
Serving the Legal Needs
Of Our Community

903-569-0405
kyle@waggoner-law.com

Available for 
Phone Consultation 
or Office Visit

Wills and Trusts
Durable Power of Attorney
Medical Power of Attorney
Advanced Directive
Business Law Matters

Kyle G. Waggoner, 
JD, CPA

Waggoner Law Office
Kyle G. Waggoner, JD, CPA

BY ANGIE MONK, WOOD COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT

Home Sweet Home

Drink plenty of water
Hydration is 

important for all 
ages. Did you know 
that the human 
body is made up of 
60% water? Water 
is responsible for 
many vital func-
tions in the body. 
Some examples are:

*regulates your body tem-
perature

*helps your body digest 
food and absorb nutrients

*lubricates your joints
*water makes up 75% of 

your brain, 75% of your 
muscles, 22% of your bones, 
and 83% of your blood

To prevent dehydration, 
drink an adequate amount 
of water each day. The rec-
ommended amount of wa-
ter per day is eight 8-ounce 
glasses (2 liters, or half a gal-
lon). If you are not drinking 
enough water, your body 

will begin to give you 
some warning signs. 
Some of the most 
common signs of de-
hydration are feeling 
tired, overheated, 
chronic joint pain 
and headaches. Take 
a look at other signs 

and keep hydrated, especial-
ly during summer heat.

*Feel hungry? Drink wa-
ter! It’s easy to confuse being 
thirsty with being hungry.

*Children gain heat faster 
than adults when the out-
side temperature is higher 
than their body temperature.

*Your body is telling you 
it’s thirsty when you are de-
hydrated.

*Drink plenty of water 
before and during physical 
activity. Research suggests 
drinking water can contrib-
ute to a healthy weight loss 
plan.
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Merchandise for Sale

Garage Sales

Mineola, 1420 CR2460, Rose Hill 
Baptist, Family Life Center, Thur.-Fri. 
June 24-25, 8a.m.-5p.m. Mega Sale, 
benefiting missions to Brazil. Every-
thing’s inside, come rain or shine.

Quitman, 249 CR1370, Wed.-Sat., 
June 24-27, Yard Sale.

Transportation

Cars

2011 Toyota Avalon, gold, 73k miles, 
one owner, garaged, dealer serviced.  
$12,000.  903-569-9577.

Wood County Monitor classifieds

COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes HR

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

With New Shift Differentials

F/T CNA’s
F/T LVN/RN

Buy lot 50x100' near
Lake Fork, RV ready,
$1500 down and
monthly payments

under $200
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

PO Box 1119
Quitman, TX 75783

FLORA 
MASONIC LODGE

Stated 1st Tues., 7:30 p.m.
MASTER: KEN JOHNSON

2185 N. Pacific, Ste. 200 • Mineola TX 75773
903-569-5115 • www.HefnerGroup.com
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  cause of distress
  5  TXism: “_  ___
      hombre” (mean)
  6  “evening,”
      informally
  7  disfavored group: 
      “Ku Klux ____”
  8  TX Ivory Joe
      Hunter classic:
      “Since I ___ You
      Baby” (1956)
  9  bikini top
12  TXism: “cut me
      some _____”
      (ease up) 
17  TXism: “his IQ is
      equal to half his
      boot size” (2 wds.)
19  Rocksprings news-
      paper: “Texas
      ______ Weekly”
21  newly-born infant
22  birth town of TX
      actor Matthew
      McConaughey
23  Lynn County seat  
28  agcy. of late TX
      moonwalker Alan
      Bean
29  actor in 22-across
      was nominated
      for this award for
      “True Detective”
30  opposite of digital
31  Lone Star State
35  UH QB & Heisman
      winner, Ware
36  TXism: “________
      ___ a fight”
      (hostile)
42  Glenn Ford is a
      Texan in 1955 film
      “The _________”
44  rowed across
      Lake Tawakoni
46  attacker
48  “caught __  ____”
      (embarassing stuff)

  1  “head honchos”
      at financial estab-
      lishments (2 wds.)
  2  Taylor County seat
  3  fancy word for
      “swimming”
  4  in Concho County
      on U.S. 83 & 87
  9  prejudice
10  earth’s ________
      ______ its axis
      occurs once a day
11  enjoyed a meal of
      chicken fried steak
12  Methodist univ.
      in Dallas
13  TX Buck Owens hit
      “_____  _____ Live
      Here” (1963)  

49  “Live Free or Die”
      state (abbr.)
50  this Clay was pros-
      ecuted, but acquited,
      for death of JFK
51  “in a ____” (hissy fit)
52  TXism: “don’t give a 
      hoot __  _ holler”
53  tractor brand
54  sidekick of the “Lone
      Ranger”

14  TXism: “went over
      like _  ___ in a
      synagogue”  
15  tranquil  
16  San Angelo’s Fox- 
      affiliated television
18  sexual assault evi-
      dence today (abbr.)
20  this TX Ely
      played “Tarzan”
      on TV (init.)
23  “__-dah” (fanfare)
24  the Valley’s “Santa
      ___ National
      Wildlife Refuge”
25  TX Caroline Rose
      Hunt once owned
      Hawaii’s “____
      Ranch”
26  Pulitzer-winning
      novel: “The ___ 
      ___ and the Sea”

27  this “prophet” David
      was in the Waco
      siege of 1993 
32  Dallas community
      college: “__ Centro”
33  “eleven” to the
      Romans
34  TXism: “frisky as __
      unsaddled horse”
36  TX Roddenberry’s
      “Star Trek” genre:
      “___-fi”
37  amigos

38  TXism: “jumping
      like a barefoot kid
      __  _  ___ road”
39  TXism: “the ___  __  
      in the fire” (trouble)
40  speechify
41  U.S. pos. of Texans
      Kay Granger or
      Eddie Bernice
      Johnson, e.g.
43  Hawkeye State
      (abbr.)
45  a flag that few over
      Texas: “fleur-__-lis”
47  spoke like a Texan
48  TX once had some
      Jewel-____ stores
55  word for “you” in
      the Texas Pledge
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28

30

49
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35

56  expression of
      disgust
57  this word precedes
      a maiden name
58  TX-born “Ike” (abbr.)

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing has been set 

for revision on the plat of A.T. Maxwell Subdivision.

The revision includes lot 12, Block 1, within the A.T. 
Maxwell Subdivision.

The public hearing is set for Tuesday, July 14, 2020, at 
10:00 A.M. in the Commissioners Courtroom.  All persons 
interested in revision to this plat may appear at the public 
hearing with opposition should they so desire.

Lucy Hebron
Wood County Judge

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing has been set 

for revision on the plat of Holly Lake Ranch Subdivision.

The revision includes lots 480, 481, 482, 483, 484, 485, 
and 486, Section IX, within Holly Lake Ranch Subdivision.

The public hearing is set for Tuesday, July 14, 2020, at 
10:00 A.M. in the Commissioners Courtroom. All persons 
interested in revision to this plat may appear at the public 
hearing with opposition should they so desire.

Lucy Hebron
Wood County Judge

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing has been set 

for revision on the plat of Holly Lake Ranch Subdivision.

The revision includes lots 525 and 527R, Section IV,  
within Holly Lake Ranch Subdivision.

The public hearing is set for Tuesday, July 14, 2020, at 
10:00 A.M. in the Commissioners Courtroom.  All persons 
interested  in revision to this plat may appear at the public 
hearing with opposition should they so desire.

Lucy Hebron
Wood County Judge

Start To Work Immediately!

101 Bill Bradford Rd. 
Suite #8
Sulphur Springs, 
Texas  75482
903-885-2835

705 N. Pacific 
Suite #A
Mineola, 
Texas  75773
903-347-7016

Onin Staffing is now hiring for various positions in the 
Emory, Alba, Quitman, Sulphur Springs, and Winnsboro area.  

 –  All positions require the following:  –
*Strong work ethic

*Availability to work flexible shifts
*Reliable transportation

*Excellent Attendance
*Standing 8-12 hours per shift

*Background and drug test required
Pay rates $10.00 - $12.50 per hour depending on position.

Onin provides Medical, Dental, Vision and disability Insurance for less 
than $18.00 per week after 30 days of employment.  In addition, we 

offer Vacation and Holiday Pay, Operx and Direct Deposit.

THERE IS NOTHING TEMPORARY ABOUT THAT!
For more information please apply at a local branch near you.

                     
CITY OF MINEOLA

2019 ANNUAL
WATER QUALITY REPORT

The City of Mineola 2019 Annual 
Water Quality Report is available upon request at 

Mineola Municipal Complex at 300 Greenville Hwy, 
Mineola, TX 75773, (903) 569-6183, 

or on the city website at www.mineola.com.

TWO Divide & Conquer Estate Sales -Same Dates
Thurs., June 25 ~ 7:00 - 5:30 Fri., June 26 ~ 8:00 - 5:30

Sat., June 27 ~ 8:00 - 2:00
Sale #1 Estate of Frank Gillham & the late Ann Gillham

403 Greenway Circle ~ Tyler TX, 75701
Inside Loop 323 and off S. Broadway by Little Italy, turn west onto Amherst.
At Old Bullard Rd., Amherst becomes Sunnybrook. Curve on Sunnybrook
to the north; the 2nd right is Greenway Circle. Park on Sunnybrook.

This lovely garden home is for sale; contents must go: gorgeous din. table /8 chairs & buffet; grandfather
clock; Asian china cab.; “Franconia” Bavarian china; crystal; sofa; club chairs; sofa/ library tables; unique

lamps; antq lusters; glass top kitch. table; white Fch Provincial dresser & chest; rugs; Wedgwood ivy
pottery; wall sconces; king bed; inlaid wood nightstands; extra-large rooster art; abundance of blue & white
selections; Asian art; child’s Chippendale chair; sm. cow hide stool; King Ranch Longhorn art; mannny

clothes, shoes, purses, hats; great cost. jewelry selections; fur coats; brass planters; electronics; TV armoire;
many books; off. supplies; cookbooks; small appliances; cookware; lanterns; small wine cooler; dorm

refrig.; patio table; planters; garden bench; outdoor stack tables; dog carrier; men’s suits, boots, shirts, ties;
Toro leaf blower; Troy-Bilt mower; sooooo much more! You do NOT want to miss this sale!!!!

Sale #2 Estate of Jean Hartin
2810 Gloucester in Williamsburg Village ~ Tyler TX, 75707
Outside SSE Loop 323 and off Hwy 110 (to Whitehouse), turn west onto Shiloh
and immediately south onto Rhones Quarter Rd. Williamsburg Village is on the
right; enter through the gates and take the 1st le� and right onto Gloucester.

This 1870 sq. ft. home is for sale; contents must go: din. table/ chairs; breakfast table; china cabinet;
crystal; Capodimonte; Towle “Grande Baroque” sterling silverware; Towle “El Grandee” sterling

silverware Royal Doulton “Diana” English bone china; sofa; “display case” coffee table; Roseville bowl;
Digital Ensemble organ; club chairs; queen bed; nightstands; antique chest, vanity, & full bed; nesting
tables; lamps; Desert Rose pitchers; cookware; sm. appliances; knife set; TV; wash.& dry.; Phaff 260
sew. mach.; sew. notions; sm. chest freezer; Whirlpool white refrig.; linens; quilts; mirrors; clothes,
purses, shoes; few dolls; jewelry boxes; cost. jewelry; mink stole; patio furn.; ice cream parlor chairs;

Christmas selections; DPAir EX2000 exerciser; frames; binoculars; off. chair; file cabinet; off. supplies;
computer monitor; electronics; covered swing; hand / yard tools; ladder; wind chimes; sooooo much

more! Pictures: DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com

Furniture, Fishing equipment,
cookware, knick-Knacks,
washer/dryer, Dixon Lawn
Mower, Carnival dish-ware,
Roll Top Desk, 2 china cabinets,
china, silverware, 3 crystal
decanters with Glasses, and
much, much more!

ESTATE SALE
June 26 and 27th @ 8-5pm
560 County Rd 1971, Yantis, TX

I am a four-month-old champagne beige medium
hair Tabby with great markings. I’ve had all the
required shots from the veterinarian (including
Feline Leukemia and Rabies) and am ready to leave
my foster mother for a forever home inside a nice
family’s home. I'm litter box trainedand I love toplay
and chase things. All you need to do is text my foster
mother for a picture of me and I can be yours for $25
and a promise to my foster mom that I will be cared
for as an inside cat and that you will haveme spayed
when I am sixmonths old. If you are interested...

Hello,my name is Zippy

Call or text 903-850-5188850-5188
REQUEST FOR BIDS

Alba-Golden ISD is accepting bids for Fuel for the 
2020-2021 school year: For specifications or additional 
information contact Brenda Kelley at 903-768-2472. 
Bids will be received at the Administration Office, 
1373 CR 2377, Alba, TX 75410, until 9:00 a.m., July 
9, 2020, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
All bids received after the time and date specified will 
be returned unopened. The Alba-Golden ISD Board of 
Trustees reserves the right to accept or reject any or 
all bids received.

ALBA-GOLDEN
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

This position is a customer facing role, 
responsible for the on-time, accurate 
delivery of materials to the customer.

•  Monday-Friday 
•  All Local-Day Runs
•  Home Every Night

Visit our website 
for a complete job 
description and 
to download an 
application. 

BuildSouthwest.com

Southwest Metal Systems
Hiring CDL Drivers

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice  is  given  that  original  Letters  Testamentary 

for the  Estate of Raymon Burroughs were issued  on June 
4, 2020, in docket number 13,675 pending in the County 
Court of Wood County, Texas, to Linda Burroughs.

All persons having claims against this Estate, which 
is presently being administered, are required to submit 
them, within the time and manner prescribed by law, and 
before the estate is closed, addressed as follows:

Representative
Estate of Raymon Burroughs
c/o Bradley S. Campbell
228 W Broad St
Mineola, TX 75773

DATED June 16, 2020.

By __________________________
Bradley S. Campbell
Attorney for Executor of the 
Estate of Raymon Burroughs

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Guardianship 

for the Estate of Elizabeth Nell Box, An Incapacitated 

Person, were issued on May 27, 2020, in Cause No. 13,609G, 

pending in the County Court of Wood County, Texas, to:  

RONALD DEE BOX.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 

currently being administered are required to present them 

within the time and in the manner prescribed by law to: 

KYLE G. WAGGONER, Attorney for Guardian, PO Box 

1152, Mineola, Texas 75773.

VOTING From page 1

3 or Saturday, July 4, which 
are holidays.

Deadline for applications 
for ballots by mail is Thurs-
day, July 2.

Election day precincts for 
the runoff are being consol-
idated as follows:

Voting precincts 1-1, 3-1, 
4-1 and 4-4 will vote at the 
Carroll Green Civic Center 
in Quitman.

Precinct 1-2 will vote at the 
Yantis Community Center.

Precincts 1-3 and 1-4 will 
vote at the Alba Community 
center.

Precincts 2-1, 2-2 and 2-3 
will vote at the First United 
Methodist Church Minis-
tries Center in Mineola.

Precinct 3-2 will vote at the 
Holly Lake Volunteer Fire 
Dept.

Precinct 3-3 will vote at the 
Hawkins Community Cen-
ter.

Precincts 4-2 and 4-3 will 
vote at the Winnsboro City 
Auditorium.

Polls are open 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Election Day, July 14.

Sample ballots may be 
viewed under the Elections 
Department information 
on the county website, 
mywoodcounty.com.
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Sell your 
stuff with an 

ad in the
classifieds

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The Wood County Eco-
nomic Development Com-
mission (WCEDC) was giv-
en the go-ahead by Wood 
County commissioners to 
begin taking applications for 
COVID-19 relief for county 
businesses.

Commissioners approved 
$200,000 of unclaimed cap-
ital credit (UCC) funds to 
be used by the WCEDC’s 
COVID-19 relief fund. 

WCEDC Executive Direc-
tor Roger Johnson is ready 
to get the ball rolling.

“The commissioners and 
Judge Hebron have really 
been behind this,” he said. 
“When we first took this 
to the commissioners I am 
thankful we had the letters 
from people about what was 
happening in their lives due 
to the virus. I think it had an 
effect on the commissioners 

and they wanted to help. 
The money available went 
from $100,000 to $200,000. 
We didn’t expect for that to 
happen, we were just happy 
to get the $100,000. There are 
people who are really hurt-
ing in their lives and busi-
nesses. We decided we had 
to do something.”

The WCEDC is going to 
allocate funds to assist busi-
nesses in Wood County to 
manage economic hard-
ships endured as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Recognizing there are vari-
ous federal, state and local 
programs that exist to assist 
businesses in specific areas 
of operations such as pay-
roll, the WCEDC will focus 
its distribution as a resource 
to provide general financial 
assistance to be used at the 
discretion of the business to 
keep its operation viable.

Businesses can contact 
Johnson at his office by call-

ing 903-768-2402 from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

“That’s not exactly correct. 
I put the number from my 
office to the cell phone 
so people can get hold of 
me 24/7,” Johnson added. 
“And anyone can also send 
questions through email at 
rjohnson@mywoodcounty.
com. We will work to turn 
around grant funds quickly 
upon the conclusion of the 
15-day submission period.”

The WCEDC will make 
payments directly to the 
businesses upon review and 
approval of the requests. As 
far as the size of the pay-
ments, Johnson said it could 
be adjusted.

“We can do whatever we 
need to do,” he said. “We 
can make adjustments to 
fit the need if that is some-
thing that needs to happen. 
All people have to do is call 
me and I will get them set 
up. I can send them the pa-

perwork, email it to them or 
come by the office and pick 
it up. We want the whole 
county to benefit from this.”

The WCEDC requests that 
local economic development 
commissions collect requests 
from their communities and 
make recommendations to 
the WCEDC. For communi-
ties without an EDC, the re-
quest is that the city manag-
er or city secretary oversees 
the distribution recommen-
dations.

For businesses in an unin-
corporated area of the county 
requests should be emailed 
to Wood County Economic 
Development Commission, 
rjohnson@mywoodcounty.
com. A business must be lo-
cated in Wood County and 
must be able to illustrate fi-
nancial hardship as a result 
of COVID-19. 

Recipients are subject 
to audit on the use of the 
funds and will be required 

to return funds if expens-
es are not associated with 
COVID-19 hardship. With 
the exception of area cham-
bers of commerce, non-prof-
its do not qualify for this 
program unless directly in-
volved with building com-
merce for Wood County 
businesses and then at the 
discretion of the WCEDC.

Some of the other guide-
lines include 50 employees 
or fewer; no more than $7 
million in gross annual rev-
enue; if an owner has more 
than one business in Wood 
County, the owner is eligi-
ble for application for up 
to three businesses and all 
businesses must be located 
in Wood County. The appli-
cation deadline is June 30 at 
noon, and a business receiv-
ing grant funding may be 
notified by email on or about 
July 10.

WCEDC accepting applications for relief funds

NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AND
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

June 25, 2020
City of Quitman, P.O. Box 1855, Quitman, Texas 75783, 903-763-2223

These notices shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for activities to 
be undertaken by the City of Quitman.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS
On or about July 13, 2020 the City of Quitman will submit a request to the Texas Department 
of Agriculture (TDA) for the release of Community Development Block funds under Section 
104(f) of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 as amended, to 
undertake sewer improvements, under TxCDBG Contract #7219350.
Contractor shall reconstruct 1,684 linear feet of streets utilizing 2-inch HMAC, rock base, ditch 
grading, install 655 linear feet of 12-inch to 18-inch RCP driveway culvert, driveway repair, and 
all associated appurtenances.  Construction will take place along Tomie Street from US Hwy 
14 to Lance Road.
Contractor shall install 450 linear feet of 10-inch sewer line, manholes, and all associated 
appurtenances.  Construction will take place along Stephens Street from McKnight Street to 
approximately 150 linear feet north; alley between Lane and Lipscomb Streets from Stephens 
Street to approximately 250 linear feet west, and Smart Street from alley between Lane and 
Lipscomb Streets to approximately 50 linear feet south of Lipscomb Street.
Project will also include all associated administration and engineering services.
This project will be funded with TxCDBG grant funds in the amount of $275,000 and $113,850 
in local funds, for a total of $388,850.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
The City of Quitman has determined that the project will have no significant impact on the 
human environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.  Additional project information is 
contained in the Environmental Review Record (ERR) on file at the City Hall, 401 East Goode 
Street, Quitman, Texas and may be examined or copied weekdays 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to the City of 
Quitman.  All comments received by July 10, 2020 will be considered by the City of Quitman 
prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds.  Comments should specify 
which Notice they are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION
The City of Quitman certifies to TDA that Randy C. Dunn, Certifying Officer in his capacity as 
Mayor consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce 
responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities 
have been satisfied.  TDA’s approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under 
NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows the City of Quitman to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
TDA will accept objections to its release of funds and the City of Quitman certification for a 
period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the 
request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification 
was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the City of Quitman; (b) the City of Quitman has 
omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR 
part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have committed 
funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval 
of a release of funds by TDA; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 
1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of 
environmental quality.  Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the 
required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to Pam Wozniak, 
Environmental Compliance at the TDA Office of Rural Affairs at P.O. Box 12847, Austin, Texas 
78711.  Potential objectors should contact TDA to verify the actual last day of the objection 
period.
The Honorable Randy C. Dunn, Mayor

•Lifelong resident of Wood County
•Graduate of Yantis High School
•Vietnam Veteran
•Served 18 years on the Yantis ISD Board
•4 Years Previously Serving as Commissioner Precinct #1
•Present Board of Director of the Yantis Federal Credit Union
•Presently serving on the Yantis FireDepartment Advisory Board
•Presently serving on the Lake Fork Water Supply Association Board of Directors

Precinct #1 is My Home,
and The People I want to Serve!

Pol. Adv. Pd. For by Keith Gilbreath, Sharon Gilbreath, Tres.

Vote
Keith Gilbreath

for Wood County
Commissioner Precinct #1

Primary runoff will
be on July 14th

Early voting is from
June 29-July 10

LAWSUIT From page 1

respective government po-
sitions to violate Plaintiff’s 
First Amendment rights 
would be objectively unrea-
sonable in light of clearly es-
tablished law at the time.”

Mazzant also denied a 
claim of immunity for Wood 
County, saying “that it had 
policies or customs that al-
lowed for unconstitutional 
harassment, oppression, and 
retaliation against private 
citizens like Plaintiff.”

The perjury charge against 
Bevill was rejected by the 
Wood County Grand Jury.



Wood County Monitor • Thursday, June 25, 2020   9A

NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF WOOD 

TAX SALES 
 
 By virtue of Orders of Sale issued out of the Honorable 402nd Judicial District Court of Wood County in the following cases on the 
10th day of March, 2020, and to me, as Sheriff, directed and delivered, I will proceed to sell at 10:00 AM on the 7th day of July, 2020, which 
is the first Tuesday of said month, at the Official Door of the Courthouse of said Wood County, in the City of Quitman, Texas, the following 
described property, to wit: 
 

Cause No: T-3698 YANTIS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. BRIAN CLAY EARLE, ET AL 
  TRACT 12,  A-478, D RUSK, ACRES 1.971 -  R20405 
   
Cause No: T-3698 YANTIS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. BRIAN CLAY EARLE, ET AL 
  TRACT 80,  A-182, E ESPARSA, ACRES 2.993 -  R69442 
   
Cause No: T-3993 MINEOLA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. EDWIN F. SOWARD 
  LOT 19B, BLK 110, A-192, E A EVANS, 0.2755 ACRES -  000036171 
   
Cause No: T-3961 YANTIS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. ROBERT CHARLES MOORE 
  TRACT 36 PT,  A-681, H CLAYBROOK, ACRES 1.05 – UDI - R52604, R68032, R68033 (CAD PARENT 

20409495)  *** THESE 3 PROPERTIES BEING SOLD TOGETHER ***  
   
Cause No: T-4109 QUITMAN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. WAYMAN E. HAMMACK, ET AL 
  LOTS 540, 541, 556, 557, BLK 2, ZONE 3,  CLEAR LAKES, A-241, JF GILL -  R27166 
   
Cause No: T-4239 CITY OF HAWKINS vs. LINDA HENDERSON, ET AL 
  LOT 1 PT, BROWN ADDITION, A-451, G BREWER, 1.343 ACRES -  R58249 
   
Cause No: T-3866 MINEOLA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. AUDREY KENNEDY 
  LOTS 10D, 11D, BLK 34-2, A-612, JE WHITE, 0.1677 ACRES -  000035817 
   
Cause No: T-4226 CITY OF HAWKINS vs. SHANE M BOGARD, ET AL 
  LOTS 4, 5A, BLK 22, A-41, G BREWER, 0.1203 ACRES -  R35435 
   
Cause No: T-4246 CITY OF HAWKINS vs. DAVID MITCHELL, ET AL 
  LOTS 18B, 19B, 20B, & N ½ OF 17, BLK 20, A-41, G BREWER, 0.1406 ACRES -  R35419 
   
Cause No: T-4184 MINEOLA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT vs. RONALD LEWIS BLALOCK, ET AL 
  LOT 1 PT, PUCKETT SUBDIV., A-154, GJ DYER, 2 ACRES -  000052540 

 
Levied on the     10th    day of         March               , 2020. as the property of said Defendants to satisfy the judgements rendered in the above 
styled and numbered causes, plus all taxes, penalties, interest, and attorney fees accrued to the date of sale and all costs recoverable by law 
in favor of  each jurisdiction. 
 
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND ON _____ June  4,  2020___. 
 

      __Tom Castloo_______________________ 

      SHERIFF, Wood County, Texas 
 
      By__Bonnie Sepulvado________________ 
              Deputy 

 
The minimum bid for a person owning an interest in the property or for a person who is a party to the suit (other than a taxing unit), is the aggregate amount of 
the judgment(s) against the property plus all costs of suit and sale.  THERE MAY BE ADDITIONAL TAXES DUE ON THE PROPERTY WHICH HAVE 
BEEN ASSESSED SINCE THE DATE OF JUDGMENT.  For more information, contact your attorney or the tax collector.    

NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF WOOD

TAX SALES

By virtue of Orders of Sale issued out of the Honorable 402nd Judicial District Court of Wood County in the following cases 
on the 10th day of March, 2020, and to me, as Sheriff, directed and delivered, I will proceed to sell at 10:00 AM on the 7th day of 
July, 2020, which is the first Tuesday of said month, at the Official Door of the Courthouse of said Wood County, in the City of 
Quitman, Texas, the following described property, to wit:

Levied on the   10th    day of       March       ,   2020  . as the property of said Defendants to satisfy the judgements rendered in the 
above styled and numbered causes, plus all taxes, penalties, interest, and attorney fees accrued to the date of sale and all costs 
recoverable by law in favor of  each jurisdiction.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND ON    June 4, 2020    .

        Tom Castloo                                                       
        SHERIFF, Wood County, Texas

      By   Bonnie Sepulvado                                    
              Deputy

The minimum bid for a person owning an interest in the property or for a person who is a party to the suit (other than a taxing unit), is the aggregate 
amount of the judgment(s) against the property plus all costs of suit and sale.  THERE MAY BE ADDITIONAL TAXES DUE ON THE PROPERTY 
WHICH HAVE BEEN ASSESSED SINCE THE DATE OF JUDGMENT.  For more information, contact your attorney or the tax collector.
  

Mineola Animal Shelter

is a female, 5-years old, and has 
been fixed and given rabies shots. 

Lake Country Animal Clinic
Clifton D. Bradshaw «» 903-569-5418
1124 W. FM 564 «» Mineola, TX 75773

Sponsored 

by:

Baker Street 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
Tuesday-Saturday From 8am - 4pm

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs & cats spayed and neutered.

Mineola Animal Shelter

Can you provide a forever home one of them? 

is a male around 1-year old,  
would be great for an active family. 

FloppyFloppy

MangyMangy

BOTH  
HOUSE 

BROKEN

We’ve gotten rain! Now maybe our 
gardens will grow.

We are still receiving new books at 
the library, but not as fast as they have 
in the past, because our vendors, like 
us, are dealing with COVID-19 and 
guidelines in their locations. Every-
body is doing the best that they can with the 
circumstances they are in. 

You may have noticed time limits for 
check-outs have changed. This began with 
the uncertainty of when we would be able 
to reopen and when people would be com-
fortable getting out and returning items. For 
the short-term, check-outs are for 28 days. 
When we return to regular hours, this will 
change. 

We are going to keep our hours of 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday until at 
least the end of July. After the library clos-
es, we will have curbside from 2 to 4 p.m. 
We do ask you limit visits to one hour or less 
and only visit once per day. Limiting your 
visits allows others to visit the library and al-
lows the staff time to keep up with cleaning. 

If you cannot make it to the library before 2 
p.m., you may still leave your returns in the 
book drops on the porch, and you may call 
us 903-569-2767 and let us know what you 

would like to pick up. You may also 
reserve items on-line. 

Some of you may be getting re-
minder calls, post cards or letters 
about overdue items. This has been 
such an unsettled time, we felt we 
needed to send reminders. Some 

items were checked out in February/March 
and you may have forgotten they belong at 
the library. 

We are watching the case numbers for 
Wood County and the city of Mineola. Those 
numbers will help determine our hours of 
operation. We are hoping to keep our hours 
through the end of July and then will see 
how the schools will reopen and what our 
numbers look like in August. 

Thank you so very much for your patience 
during all of this. We appreciate our patrons 
understanding the one-hour rule, keeping 
their distance and wearing masks. We are 
all tired and frustrated and want to return 
to normal. To help reach normalcy, we need 
to continue to wash our hands, keep our dis-
tance and wear a mask. 

Remember, the Mineola Memorial Library 
is a 501(c)3, non-profit and your donations 
are appreciated. 

Mineola Memorial Library Notes
BY LIBRARIAN MARY HURLEY

COURT From page 1

her partnership with JBRPM, 
LLC doing business as Co-
lonial Realty and Develop-
ment. 

Hudman was informed of 
her termination at a QDC ex-
ecutive board special meet-
ing. On Feb. 27 the QDC vot-
ed to end her independent 
contractor agreement. The 
petition states that at a regu-
larly scheduled board meet-
ing of the QDC Dunn pro-
duced a string of e-mails and 
a financial spreadsheet from 
Hudman’s private “gmail” 
account.

The e-mails produced were 
communications between 
Hudman, her attorney John 
Miller and business partner 

Jamie Wyatt. Dunn was not 
a recipient of those e-mails. 
Hudman claims the e-mails 
were private property and 
many were privileged attor-
ney-client communications.

During the board meet-
ing Hudman claims various 
board members expressed 
to her Dunn had stated he 
was “not proud of what he 
had done” and he had spent 
“hours” looking through her 
private e-mail.

The petition claimed the 
full extent of the informa-
tion and correspondence 
obtained by Dunn is not 
known. Among the person-
al and private items con-
tained on Hudman’s gmail 
account were her personal 
and business banking in-
formation, bank statements, 
account numbers, credit 

card information, social se-
curity numbers for her and 
her family members, private 
family medical information 
and private correspondence 
regarding her husband’s 
military service.

The e-mail was the primary 
account used for Hudman’s 
business communications 
and transactions with regard 
to Colonial. The petition 
claims Dunn had unfettered 
access to Hudman’s business 
correspondence with clients, 
potential clients, offering 
memoranda and financials 
from commercial property 
transactions, confidential 
information regarding nego-
tiations with clients in real 
estate transactions, as well 
as communications with her 
Colonial business partner Ja-
mie Wyatt.

RICHARD From page 1
kins. We are proud of that 
and don’t want it erased.”

Richard was born in Haw-
kins and in 1911 moved to 
Dallas where she was work-

ing as a cook when she land-
ed the job as Aunt Jemima. 
Aunt Jemima’s appearance 
has evolved over time. The 
brand’s origin and logo is 
based off the song “Old 
Aunt Jemima” from a min-
strel show performer and re-
portedly sung by slaves. 

The logo was started in 
1890 and was based on a 
lady named Nancy Green 
who was a storyteller, cook 
and a missionary worker 
who had been born into slav-
ery. The Aunt Jemima logo 
originated as a  “mammy,” 
who was a devoted and sub-
missive servant who eagerly 
nurtured the children of her 
white master and mistress. 

The company also ran 
ads for several decades, 
with actresses personifying 
the mammy stereotype. It 
evolved the logo over the 
years and even hired singer 
Gladys Knight as a spokes-
woman in the 1990s. Today, 
Aunt Jemima describes itself 
as a brand that stands for 
“warmth, nourishment and 
trust — qualities you’ll find 
in loving moms from diverse 
backgrounds who want the 
very best for their families.”

After a nationwide reck-

oning on race following the 
death of George Floyd in 
police custody, the company 
decided to make the chang-
es.

The Aunt Jemima brand 
plans to donate $5 million 
over the next five years to 
“create meaningful, ongoing 
support and engagement in 
the African-American com-
munity.

A state historical marker honoring 
Lillian Richard was dedicated at the 
Fouke Community Center in 2012. 
(Monitor photo by Sam Major)

The Wood County Moni-
tor offices will be closed Fri-
day, July 3 in observance of 

Independence Day.
The closure does not im-

pact any advertising or 

news deadline or postal dis-
tribution of the newspaper.

Monitor office closing July 3 to observe holiday

By SAM MAJOR
photos@wood.cm

For the third week in a row, 
more than 20 folks gathered 
at the gazebo in downtown 
Mineola on Thursday, then 
trudged north along Pacific 
St.

On Wednesday, Hunter 
Barr had posted a quote on 
the march’s event page, at-
tributed to President Barack 
Obama, reading, “If you’re 
walking down the right 
path and you’re willing to 
keep walking, eventually 
you’ll make progress.”

Before beginning their 
trek Thursday, Barr brief-
ly addressed those assem-
bled, “We’ve got to do 
more. We’re going to keep 
marching. We’ve got to 
start emailing the police de-
partment, see what they’re 
doing, what we can do to 
help; email our representa-
tives, our mayor…and ask 
them what they’re doing, 
what they’re going to do, 
how they’re changing, how 
they’re being proactive.”

Along their route, the 
group was met on the grass 
beside the highway, just 
north of where Hwy. 69 
veers toward Alba, by Min-
eola Police Captain Dusty 
Cook.

Cook has given a case of 
water bottles to the march-
ers at their halfway point, 
just east of Mineola Police 
Dept. headquarters, all 
three times they ventured 
through.

This time, Cook informed 
the group they were in viola-
tion of the law by marching 
in the street and essentially 
gave them a verbal warning 
by asking them to stay in 
the grass. He stressed safe-
ty, both for the marchers 
themselves as well as those 
driving around them.

“I’m not trying to stop 
y’all…got a lot of respect 
for what you’re doing, but 

we’ve got to be safe.”
To stay safe and legal, 

Cook wants them to stay in 
the grass.

“It keeps us from getting 
complaints, it keeps us from 
having to tell you guys you 
can’t do it…. We want you 
to be able to do it.”

A dialogue began.
Cook invited them, “Any 

of y’all are welcome to come 
to the police department 
any time. I visit with people 
all the time, it’s what I do.”

Barr queried, “You think 
maybe next week instead 
of walking to Walmart, we 
could walk to the police de-
partment, and whoever’s 
there, come out and answers 
questions?”

Cook responded, “De-
pends.” There was a brief 
awkward pause during 
which Barr chuckled.

Cook continued, “I mean 
honestly, we’re trying to 
help out where we can, 
we’re trying to, I guess re-
main neutral. Like said, I re-
spect y’all, but we’re trying 
to help where we can and 
do what we can do to help. 
But as far as actually being 
involved in it, we’re trying 
to remain neutral either 
way.”

Barr said, “What we want, 
on a local level, is to know 
what this police department 
does to be proactive. Noth-
ing that I know has ever 
happened with a police offi-
cer and a Black man in Min-
eola, but we don’t want that 
to happen.”

Cook expressed, “I don’t 
see that happening. I don’t 
think that would happen, 
because we respect all com-
munities in Mineola, and 
I know our officers do the 
same. And I feel like we 
have that respect with all 
members of the community.

“Obviously there’s always 
going to be somebody that 
doesn’t like us, but we try to 
do what we can to gain that 

respect, and we like to have 
that respect back. You know 
it’s a give-give situation.”

Just after the marchers had 
moved on, a driver stopped 
in the parking lot to tell 
Capt. Cook about the traffic 
problem they were causing.

Asked whether they had 
received many complaints, 
Cook responded affirma-
tively.

“People are trying to get 
home, man. They get up-
set when they have to wait. 
When traffic gets down to 
one lane, people get upset.

“We have to look at both 
sides – congestion of traffic, 
impeding roadway – and 
then we don’t want to have 
to tell them they can’t do 
what they’re doing.”

He said the police depart-
ment is open for visitors any 
time.

“We want to be commu-
nity police. You know, we 
don’t want to be stuck be-
hind doors where nobody 
can talk to us. We like to 
have that open door pol-
icy, where people can do 
that[…] and if they don’t 
want to come in, we can 
come to them and talk.”

The marchers’ two-mile 
walk concluded with a short 
gathering on the grass by 
Whataburger’s parking lot, 
under the welcome shade of 
a tree.

Some expressed frustra-
tion mixed with disappoint-
ment regarding the inter-
action with Capt. Cook. If 
they head to the police dept. 
as proposed by Barr, per-
haps a dialogue will con-
tinue there. Another rally is 
planned Thursday at the ga-
zebo in downtown Mineola 
at 5 p.m.

In the meantime, Barr en-
couraged them to reach out, 
“Message them, call them, 
do whatever we’ve got to 
do. Because I’m tired of 
walking and I’m tired that 
we have to keep walking.”

Marchers continue weekly rallies; 
requested to stay off the highway
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SHOP LOCAL

Your business belongs here.
email: ads@wood.cm

Doing business online?

Have new hours of business?

Closed your doors temporarily?

List your business on our website
for free at open.wood.cm (not a typo)

Mineola.com
City of Mineola
903-569-6183

info@mineola.com

The best way to keep safe & support our friends,
family & neighbors is to consciously shop local when
possible. Use curbside & delivery when possible.

Shop Local. Shop Mineola.
#MineolaStrong

''

''

To the residents of
Wood County
Precinct One, I
am asking you to
take advantage
of one of the most
precious rights we
have as citizens—
your right to vote.

experience
commitment
dedication
honesty

experience
commitment
dedication
honesty

I will continue
to be a working
commissioner.
I will be
responsible for
everything
within my
scope of work.

Re-elect
Virgil Junior Holland

for Wood County Commissioner, Pct. 1

Let’s continue to move forward in
Precinct One andWood County,
not take a step backward.
I am respectfully asking you to
vote Virgil Junior Holland for the
continued experience we need in
our county and precinct one.
Thank you and God Bless.

RUN-OFF ELECTION JULY 14, 2020

Pd. political ad by Virgil Junior Holland, Debbie Holland, treasurer

Early voting begins June 29-July 10
in the elections annex building in Quitman.
Hours for early voting:
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. daily except July 3rd.
Therewill also be no Saturday voting during the early voting period.

If you would prefer to vote on election day
the hours are from 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
at the following locations:

1-1: Carroll Green Civic Center
1-2: Yantis Community Center

1-3 & 1-4: Alba Community Center
There will be no voting at the Harold Simmons
Community Center on election day.

Alba-Golden students have returned to school this summer for workouts and drills. Above, coaches Jamie Webster and 
Lee Wright work out with the girls, and below, boys go through football drills. The sessions have been drawing 20-30 
girls and 40-50 boys in high school and 20-30 junior high students. (Monitor photos by Sam Major)

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

After a three month delay 
due to the COVID-19 restric-
tions, the first Lake Country 
Classic Cars “Classics and 
Coffee” went off without a 
hitch Saturday despite early 
heavy rain showers. 

Club President Larry 
Barnes said the morning was 
a success despite the rain in 
some parts of the county.

 “I think we had a great first 
showing being that there 
was so much rain early on 
Saturday morning,” he said. 
“Most guys don’t take their 
cars out if it’s raining a lot. 

We ended up with 35 cars. 
We were really appreciative 
of folks coming out because 
it was pouring down rain 
all over Wood County early 
that morning. We had been 
expecting about 50 to 75 cars 
and I’m sure we would have 
had that had we not had the 
rain.”

The club plans to continue 
the “Classics and Coffee” 
and will return to downtown 
Quitman July 20, Aug. 15, 
Sept. 19 and Oct. 17. Barnes 
said the group will continue 
to practice social distancing 
as long as necessary.

“It’s not that dangerous 
outside as long as you prac-

tice the social distancing.” 
Barnes added. “Remember, 
there are free breakfast, free 
coffee and donuts for any-
one who brings a classic 
car.”

The event will continue to 
have door prizes and a 50/50 
drawing.

The club will begin its 
series of summer cruises 
Thursday night at the Quit-
man Dairy Queen. Cars 
begin to gather at the DQ 
about 5:30 p.m.

The club meets third Mon-
days at Red Dome Smoke-
house with a meal at 5:30 
p.m. and meeting following 
at 6:30 p.m.  

The latest improvement 
project for the Wood Coun-
ty Collins Field Airport has 
been given a boost by the 
North East Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority.

The RMA recently an-
nounced it is awarding three 
grants to member counties 
from funds derived from the 
revenues of the Toll 49 Tyler 
loop.

One of the grants, for 
$125,000, is coming to Wood 
County to be used as match-
ing funds for a $1.5 million 
grant from the Texas Dept. 
of Transportation’s aviation 
division.

The 90 percent grant will 
assist the airport with major 

drainage improvements as 
well as expanding the park-
ing area for planes.

As John Wisdom, airport 
board member, explained, 
this project will complete the 
airport’s most recent 10-year 
plan.

The grant will also allow 
the airport to continue with 
its next 10-year plan, which 
is a $100,000 undertaking.

Wisdom said the primary 
focus in the next planning 
round will be to extend the 
runway from its present 
4,000 feet to 5,000.

The significance of the ex-
tra length is the ability to 
allow most small business 
jets to land in Wood County 

instead of going to Tyler or 
Sulphur Springs.

The standards that once 
allowed jets to access 4,000-
foot runways were upgrad-
ed to 5,000 feet.

“The airport is a real eco-
nomic engine for the county, 
Wisdom said.

Planning for the extension 
will include examination of 
the air space around the air-
port, the geography and en-
vironmental concerns.

Engineering will get un-
derway for the current proj-
ect this year with construc-
tion to begin in 2021 and be 
completed in 2022, Wisdom 
said.

A 1957 Buick Roadmaster drew attention Saturday morning at the car show in Quitman. The shows are planned to 
continue each third Saturday morning through October. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Classic vehicle enthusiasts gather at courthouse 
despite some precipitation on Saturday morning

Grant awarded for county airport improvements


